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Let me start with this: I like Lansing's 
Common Ground festival. City Pulse likes 
Common Ground.

Organizers consider it the highlight 
of the city's summer, and the crowds that 
attend – about 55,000 last year – agree. 

Since the festival be-
gan in 2000, Lansing 
has spent more than 
$1 million on Com-
mon Ground and it's 
worth it. Just like the 
ballpark. The city 
allocates tax dollars 
to subsidize minor 
league baseball, the 
Lansing Center and 
other small events. 

Expenses, to be sure, but better character-
ized as investments in the quality of life 
— place making — which is reshaping the 
city, beginning to make it “cool.”

But there is something irregular in the 
way Lansing finances its share of the festi-
val's expenses. It allocates its annual con-
tribution to the Lansing Entertainment 
& Public Facilities Authority, a public and 
accountable entity, which in turn slides 
the money to Center Park Productions, a 
nonprofit organization which exists solely 
to run the festival. And do it very secretly.

Odder still is the role of LEPFA's 
president and chief executive officer, Scott 
Keith. Most of the time he runs LEPFA, 
which as City of Lansing entity is bound 
by the Freedom of Information Act and 
Open Meetings Act requirements of most 
public bodies. That is, until he transforms 
himself into the president of Center Park 
Productions, not a city agency. At this 
point, what he does and how Center Park 
Production operates is shielded from 
public scrutiny.

As a nonprofit, Center Park Produc-
tions must have a board of directors. In 

theory, Keith, as 
Center Park's presi-
dent, works for the 
board. But not this 
board. It is stacked 
with senior LEPFA 
employees who 
work for Keith, 
among them his 
vice presidents for 
finance, adminis-
tration, food and 
beverage, and sales 
and marketing. 
There is one “out-
side director,” a vice 
president of the 
Greater Lansing 
Convention and 
Visitor's Bureau. 
Considering the 
lack of transparen-

cy surrounding Center Park, wouldn't it be 
better to have some independent directors 
on the board?

At City Pulse, we had no idea that 
this was how Common Ground was 
structured. Our interest in the festi-
val started with what we thought were 
simple questions: Is the festival profit-
able? And does the city really need to 
contribute to it every year?

This seems like a reasonable line of 
inquiry, the basic watchdog work that the 
public expects of news organizations. We 
posed the question to city officials, Mayor 
Bernero and others, and discovered that 
no one knew anything meaningful about 
the festival's finances. We asked members 
of the LEPFA board, including finance 
chairman Tim Kaltenbach, the same ques-
tion and got the same “don't really know” 
answer. Kaltenbach, in fact, said he has 
never seen a financial report on Common 
Ground, which Keith denies. But that the 
two can't even agree on basic financial 
reporting illustrated the degree of secrecy 
surrounding the festival.

Keith, of course, knows. But he's not 
saying, because as president of Center 
Park Productions, he doesn't have to.

To be clear, there is no suggestion 
that there is anything dishonest or 
unethical happening at either LEPFA or 
Center Park Productions. The nonprofit 
shell, in fact, shields the city from liabil-
ity if there were lawsuit. My suspicion 
is that the festival is well run and likely 
produces a small and reasonable profit 
for the Meridian Entertainment Group, 
the Old Town based company that actu-
ally runs the festival.

Kevin Meyer is president of Meridian 
Entertainment, which promotes festivals 
and other events throughout the United 
States and abroad. Common Ground 
is his hometown show. You want a nice 
event for the neighbors. Meyer’s company 
has assumed tasks once done by the city 
in part because he says he can do them 
better and cheaper. He runs festivals year 
round; the city does it once a year.

Lately, Common Ground has scaled 
back slightly with fewer name acts and 
one fewer show days.

But it still gets some great acts and I 
hope for a successful festival with bigger 
crowds than last year. It would be great 
to add days and stages. There were some 
memorable shows at the old City Market 
stage across the river; Jimmy Cliff and 
his 11-piece reggae band was simply 
unbelievable.

But, honestly, so is the way the city 
finances its share of the festival. It needs 
to open the books and if there confidential 
information, make the case for non-dis-
closure. It would be devastating for Com-
mon Ground if it were discovered that the 
finances were mismanaged or even worse, 
money was being embezzled. Unlikely, of 
course, But then isn't it always shocking 
to learn that longtime, trusted employees 
have been skimming funds.

Just open the books. It's about time.
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

By ANDY BALASKOVITZ
This story began in April 2012, shortly after a source 

suggested City Pulse poke around the finances of Com-
mon Ground Music Festival — how it’s paid for, what the 
city is on the hook for and what it gets in return.

It started as a fairly straightforward Freedom of In-
formation Act request asking for festival budget details, 
staffing levels, artist fees and net and gross revenues. The 
request, delivered to the City Attorney’s Office, was denied 
because “the City does not possess the records you seek.”

City Pulse simply wanted to know: Is Common 
Ground profitable? And is a city subsidy necessary? 

Next came a series of more requests 
that revealed a system of intentional 
secrecy to hide the way money — 
in this case, some of it public — is 
spent on Common Ground. 

Also after that original request 
came resentment from the head 
of the Lansing Entertainment and 
Public Facilities Authority, Scott 
Keith, that City Pulse would seek 
such information through the 
FOIA. After the original request, 
an arrangement between City Pulse 
and LEPFA, in which advertising 
was traded for tickets, was halted by 
LEPFA without a word.

Five more FOIA requests with 
the city and LEPFA were filed since 
April 2012. 

Some were denied because it 
wasn’t clear which entity — the city 
or LEPFA, the quasi-governmen-

tal authority that helps organize Common Ground — 
owned the records. 

City Pulse met with officials from the Bernero admin-
istration and festival organizers on multiple occasions. At 
one meeting last summer, a discussion about a City Pulse 
column with the headline, “Lansing balks at releasing fi-
nances for taxpayer-subsidized Common Ground Festi-
val,” devolved into a shouting match between my editor 
and Randy Hannan, Mayor Virg Bernero’s chief of staff, 
in the city attorney’s conference room. Hannan contended 
the city was cooperating with the paper’s request for bud-
get details all along.

But the months-long back and forth led to uncovering 
a unique arrangement between the city, which budgets 
about $130,000 annually for Common Ground support, 

a tax-exempt entity called Center Park Productions run by 
Keith and the for-profit entertainment company, Merid-
ian Entertainment Group.

To funnel money to Common Ground, the city es-
tablished Center Park Productions, a 501(C)3 nonprofit 
subsidiary of LEPFA that exists solely to transfer money 
to Meridian. As a nonprofit, it isn’t subject to the state’s 
Open Meetings or Freedom of Information acts. Its five-
member board of directors is self-appointed and made up 
of LEPFA officials. There has been no movement to in-
clude outsiders on its board. Keith said Center Park Pro-
ductions compiles an annual report that he said is pre-
sented to LEPFA’s finance committee, but he declined to 
release it to the public.

The chairman of the finance committee, fomer City 

councilman Tim Kaltenbach, said he was unfamiliar with  
Center Park Productions. 

As the festival enters its 15th year, details about the fi-
nancial arrangement is no more clear to the public, and 
even to some indirectly involved in the festival, than it was 
in the beginning. Indeed, the festival has come to be one 
of the city’s biggest gatherings of the year, and organizers 
say a growing percentage are coming in from outside of 
greater Lansing. No one is particularly disputing the fi-
nancial benefits Lansing sees. There is also no suggestion 
of malfeasance. 

But what is glaring is the lack of transparency the festival 
offers and the entirely unique model that keeps audited fi-

Photo courtesy of Meridian Entertainment Group.

The 2003 Common Ground Music Festival, in its fourth year, featured acts like Hootie & the Blowfish, Joe Cocker, Meat 
Loaf and the Allman Brothers Band. Festival organizers say one million people have attended the festival since the first 
in 2000, bringing in over $50 million in economic activity.

See Common Ground, Page 6

uncovering common ground
A closer look at the financial triangle behind Common Ground Music Festival
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nancial information for an entity run by pub-
lic employees out of view of the public. 

what is center park 
productions?

Outside of Keith, no one interviewed 
for this story had a strong sense of how 
Center Park operates or what exactly the 
city gets in return for spending $130,000 
a year supporting Common Ground. 
Economic spinoff is cited in the $50 
million neighborhood since it started in 
2000. But it is unclear whether the fes-
tival would pack up and leave Lansing 
without the city’s financial contribution.

“Common Ground is important to the 
city. It’s synonymous with Lansing in 
the summer, a magnet that brings peo-
ple from all over Michigan to Lansing,” 
Mayor Virg Bernero said. But as for the 
financing: “In general, that’s over my 
head. I leave entertainment things to the 
folks at LEPFA or the (Convention and 
Visitor’s Bureau). I am paying attention 
to more important things like police.

“I am told that this is how festivals are 
done,” Bernero added. “I will admit that I 
have not applied a mayoral microscope to 
it. But if it isn’t broke, don’t fix it. I’d have 
to be convinced that there is a problem to 

look into it.”
Kevin Meyer, who runs Meridian En-

tertainment Group, said the city’s contri-
bution is less than 10 percent of the fes-
tival’s overall $1.8 million budget — and 
the city gets a “world-class event” out of 
it. Meridian finds the artists to play, ad-
ministers contracts and coordinates the 
overall production of the event. He said 
the festival would have to replace the 
revenue from somewhere else if the city 
didn’t provide it. The arrangement also 

shields Meridian Entertainment Group 
from disclosing the firms’ profits and for 
what price acts are booked. “We’re just 
barely breaking even,” Meyer said. 

“Or another municipality comes in to 
make a better deal,” Keith said, suggest-
ing that the city risks losing the festival 
without its contribution. As the head of 
both a public authority and a tax-exempt 
nonprofit, Keith said his roles “are not 
something I take lightly. The (Center Park) 
board, LEPFA board, mayor, City Coun-
cil hold me in high regard that I’m doing 
the right thing. I am taking the high road, 
keeping it on the up and up,” he said.

The inaugural festival in 2000 opened 
with a combination of regional and na-
tionally touring acts with a decidedly 
modern and classic rock lineup. This 
year’s festival, July 8-13, is a scaled back 
version compared to past years with a 
new emphasis on rock music geared to-
ward a younger generation. Organizers 
say the event has attracted one million 
visitors over the past 14 years.

Each year, the city contracts with Cen-
ter Park Productions. It outlines a series of 
services across multiple city departments 
that the city will provide, including infor-
mation technology support, fleet services, 
electrical installations, plumbing and on-
site medical and fire services. According to 
the contract, the city will also “provide fi-
nancial assistance to (Center Park Produc-
tions) in the event that ‘Common Ground’ 
does not reach a breakeven point … and 
must use reserves beyond capability to 
keep CPP from bankruptcy.”

While the language requires the city to 
keep Center Park whole, “This provision 
of the contract has never been invoked,” 
Hannan said in an email in August. “CG 
deficits in prior years have been carried 
forward and offset by surpluses in subse-
quent years, eliminating the need for the 
city to provide the referenced financial as-
sistance. If this clause were invoked in the 
future, the City would require an audit of 

6	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 City	Pulse	•	May	7,	2014

Gross receipts from 
admissions, merchandise 
sold or services performed, 
or facilities furnished in 
activities related to the 
organization’s tax-exempt 
purpose.

2008: $1,548,678
2009: $1,500,153
2010: $1,306,686
2011: $1,102,469
2012: $1,226,827

Source: Internal Revenue Service
Infographic by:
Rachel Harper/City Pulse2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
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CPP to verify the shortfall.”
According to the latest available finan-

cial information Center Park is required 
to file with the Internal Revenue Service, 
Center Park ended 2012 with  a negative 
$175,916 in net assets — a decrease by 
over $93,000 from the year before. In 
2012, Center Park brought in $1.45 mil-
lion in revenue but spent $1.54 million. 
Roughly half of the revenue — $788,714 
— comes from ticket sales. Other rev-
enue comes from contracts with spon-
sors or other parties who are obligated to 
provide money, trade or other services in 
exchange for marketing.

The organization’s mission is: “To pro-
mote and operate an annual summer event 
that provides a variety of entertainment 
and activities that enhances a positive 
community image, attracts visitors, and 
encourages unity and civic pride,” accord-
ing to IRS tax filings.

The Center Park Productions board is 
made up of Keith; Greg Soleau, LEPFA’s 
vice president of finance; Heidi Brown, 
LEPFA’s vice president of administra-
tion; Paul Ntoko, LEPFA’s vice president 
for food and beverage; and Gus Pine, the 
vice president of sales and marketing with 
the Greater Lansing Convention and Visi-
tor’s Bureau who is contracted by LEPFA 
to oversee sales and marketing. He said 
the Convention and Visitor’s Bureau is a 
Common Ground sponsor, but he couldn’t 
say how much financial support the group 
gives to the festival. Another Convention 
and Visitor’s Bureau employee, Tracy Pa-
dot, also could not specify the amount, but 
said it is “minimal.”

Keith said Center Park Productions is 
audited each year, but that report is “re-
viewed internally” and not available to the 
public.

Pine said the board meets three times 
a year. While Keith said an annual report 
is made for Center Park’s budget, Pine was 
unaware of one last week.

‘interesting triangle’
Tim Kaltenbach, who chairs LEPFA’s 

finance committee, said he, too, has never 
seen financial reports on Common Ground. 
Keith disputes that, and said those have 
been provided.

“The LEPFA Finance Committee is 
briefed on the contract between LEPFA 
and CPP; including any financial obliga-
tions or items pertaining to the LEPFA au-
dit,” Keith said in an email in response to 
Kaltenbach’s claim.

Kaltenbach said while the finance 
committee is briefed on ticket sales and 
“whether we’re making a profit or not 
making a profit,” he was unclear what 
role the city and LEPFA plays specifically 
in funding Common Ground. Kaltenbach 
said he has served on the LEPFA board 
for four years and chaired the finance 

committee for the past two. As for Cen-
ter Park Productions: “No, I don’t know 
anything about them,” he said.

Kaltenbach supports the city’s Common 
Ground subsidy, and did so when he was 
the city’s 4th Ward Councilman, because of 
the promotion it does for the city.

Local radio personality Tim Barron, 
who sits on LEPFA’s board and is in line 
to take over as chairman next month, said 
the LEPFA board “keeps a strict eye on ev-
ery expense” related to the festival. He said 
he’s been told Center Park Productions 

operates in an “intentional gray area” so it 
could be “a place the two entities (the city 
and Meridian Entertainment) could meet 
and sort things out that were from a chari-
table aspect, versus it having to be a city 
thing or a Meridian Entertainment thing.”

Barron said he has “no idea” about 
what goes into Center Park’s budget, say-
ing LEPFA and Center Park are separate 
entities.

Barron, at the end of the day, supports 
the city’s contribution to Common Ground 
because it brings people into the city who 
may not otherwise visit. But he thinks the 
arrangement might benefit from a little bit 
of sunlight.

“I think a full explanation of how Center 
Park Productions operates would be a fan-
tastic start,” he said. “I plan to push for that 
the first day I’m chairman.”

Steve Schmader, president and CEO of 
the International Festivals and Events As-
sociation, called the arrangement an “in-
teresting triangle” between the city, Center 
Park and Meridian Entertainment, par-
ticularly because the nonprofit is admin-
istered by a group of LEPFA employees. 

“That’s not terribly common. I can’t say 
I’ve heard of that.”

However, he said it is “not unusual at 
all” for cities to provide financial or techni-
cal support for festivals that draw people 
into the area.

“It’s always fascinating to me how peo-
ple work with outside groups,” Schmader 
said. “The bottom line for all of them is 
that they’re all trying to do something good 
for the community in some way. … We’re 
certainly flying the flag to say to cities to be 
very careful as you make those decisions. It 

can literally put the event out of business.”
City Councilwoman Carol Wood, who 

was first elected in 2000, said the arrange-
ment was created during the Hollister ad-
ministration and that the city initially set 
out to provide support with security and 
other Public Service Department func-
tions.

“We were assured that when this start-
ed that within three years there would be 
a profit and it would continue to dwindle 
the amount needed from the city so that 
within five, six years the city would not be 
using any General Fund dollars to help ap-
propriate this,” she said.

In the early years of Common Ground, 

Wood said the Council was briefed each 
year on ticket sales, economic spinoff and 
expenditures incurred by the city. “Gradu-
ally those reports stopped coming to the 
Council,” she said, which happened dur-
ing the Tony Benavides administration. 
Wood also said that the administration has 
promised to give the Council a Common 
Ground-specific presentation as part of the 
budget process, but that has not happened 
yet. At LEPFA’s budget hearing last month, 
Councilwoman Jessica Yorko asked ques-
tions related to Common Ground financ-
ing, but Keith declined to discuss them at 
that hearing. Wood still needs to be con-
vinced why the city subsidy is necessary.

“I don’t think we’ve had a clear under-
standing in my estimation as to why they’re 
not self-sufficient at this time,” Wood said. 
“$130,000 might not seem like a great deal 
of money when you look at what the spi-
noff revenue is that generates from those 
dollars. But as I’m going down a street and 
see we could have used that to do some re-
paving on, I’m asking the question: ‘Why 
isn’t this group paying for it themselves in-
stead of the city having to pay for it?’ We as 
politicians have to be able to answer that.”

Wood believes the arrangement as it ex-
ists today is “flawed” and that Center Park 
Productions, like other entities that con-
tract with the city, should have to open its 
audited financials to the city.

“If you don’t want to open up, then you 
don’t want our dollars,” she said. “The min-
ute that taxpayer dollars are being utilized 
for something, then we should have the 
availability for all records that have to deal 
with that.”

Associate publisher Mickey Hirten con-
tributed reporting to this story.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Ingham County solicits proposals from experienced and qualified firms to enter into a contract for 
the purpose of conducting a comprehensive classification and compensation study.  Details at: http://
pu.ingham.org, Current Bids link, Packet #49-14.
                      CP#14_117

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING PLANNING COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearing to be held by the East Lansing Planning 
Commission on Wednesday, May 28, 2014 at 7:00 p.m., in the 54-B District Court, Courtroom 2, 
101 Linden Street, East Lansing:

A public hearing will be held to consider an application from East Lansing 
Development LLC and Parkview Condos LLC, for Site Plan and Special Use 
Permit approval for the properties at 270 and 300 West Grand River Avenue to 
demolish the existing buildings and construct a new, six-story, mixed-use building 
with approximately 5,000 square feet of non-residential space and a total of 160 
studio, one-, two-, and three-bedroom apartments and the associated parking. 
The property is zoned B-2, Retail Sales Business District.

Call (517) 319-6930, the Department of Planning, Building and Development, East Lansing City 
Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, for additional information. All interested persons will be given 
an opportunity to be heard.  These matters will be on the agenda for the next Planning Commission 
meeting after the public hearing is held, at which time the Commission may vote on them. The 
Planning Commission's recommendations are then placed on the agenda of the next City Council 
meeting.  The City Council will make the final decision on these applications.

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as interpreters 
for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to 
individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) calendar days prior to the 
meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services should write or call the Planning 
Department, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823. Phone: (517) 319-6930. TDD Number: 1-800-
649-3777.

     Marie E. Wicks
     City Clerk
                    CP#14_118

Common Ground
from page 5

“i think a full explanation of how 
center park productions operates would 
be a fantastic start. i plan to push for 

that the first day i’m chairman.”

— Radio personality and LEPFA board member Tim Barron



City of Lansing estimates $166 
million price tag to fix bad roads

Diane Cooke’s Pontiac G6 took a beat-
ing from fallen trees during this winter’s 
ice storms. But nothing prepared her 
for the destruction that the spring roads 
would bring to bear on her car. In a three-
week time frame, she had to replace all 
four tires, plus her spare tire. She also 
had to replace two rims. The reason? The 
pothole-riddled streets in Lansing. It cost 
her over $1,000 to fix her car.

Based on data presented to City Coun-
cil last week, Cooke is unlikely to be alone 
in feeling the bite of bad roads. During a 
budget presentation, Chad Gamble who 
oversees the public services department, 
presented evidence that 61 percent of the 
roads in the city’s neighborhoods were in 
poor condition, while just over 50 percent of 
the city’s main roads were in poor condition. 

The conditions are established under 
the Pavement Surface Evaluation Rating 
System developed by the University of 
Wisconsin Madison. It assigns a rating of 
1 to 10 to each road based on the observ-
able needs of the road for repair. One is 
the worst, while 10 is the best. 

To fix just the poor-condition roads in 
the city’s neighborhoods will cost $166 mil-
lion, Gamble told City Pulse in an interview. 

To restore every road in the city to “nearly 
new condition” it cost will more than a 
quarter of a billion dollars. 

Lansing is struggling to find the cash to 
pay for roads. The answer revolves around 
an antiquated funding system. The state 
charges a flat tax on gasoline. The funds 
raised on that tax are placed in a special 
road fund called an Act 151 that can only 
be used for road work. That tax has not 
been raised since Gov. John Engler was in 
office in 1997. At the time the tax was in-
creased, the average gallon of gasoline was 
running about $1.25 in Michigan. Today, 
despite average gas prices hanging in over 
$3 a gallon, consumers still pay the same 
amount of money in taxes on a gallon of 
gasoline as they did in 1997. 

Complicating this, people are driving 
fewer miles, with more gas-efficient ve-
hicles, so they are actually buying less gaso-
line, resulting in even lower tax revenues.

On top of this, in order to conduct util-
ity work — replacing water mains and the 
like— utilities have to cut into the road-
way. The result is a “wound” in the road 
which takes a lot of attention and nursing 
from the city to heal, Gamble says. Right 
now, utilities pay a per square foot cost to 
cut into the roadway. The costs proposed 
for the next budget year would be $90 a 
square foot for pristine condition main 
roads and $46.5 for neighborhood roads. 
Lower grade roads would see fees of $30 
per square foot on main roads, and $15.5 
for neighborhood roads. Those fees, Gam-

ble says, allows the city to return to cut-out 
locations multiple times to conduct upkeep 
and prevent the location from causing 
increased damage to the roadway. 

Those wounds are visible throughout 
Lansing. Anywhere the Board of Water 
and Light has done a lead line replace-
ment, one can see large square patches of 
asphalt where the work that was done is 
sinking and cracking. 

Things in the city could be much 
worse. In 2011, voters approved a special 
4 mill tax levy to pay for public safety and 
road upkeep. 

“Without the millage, we wouldn’t have 
been able to function,” Gamble said. “We 
would be on life support.”

Gamble points out the millage is really 
only a stop gap response, with the real 
answer to be found in the state legislature. 
He is not hopeful lawmakers will find a 
resolution anytime soon. 

“It boggles my mind. I understand they 
don’t want to raise taxes wily nilly, but 
this is guaranteed to go into one fund,” 
Gamble says. 

He points to the catastrophic failure of 
the I-35 bridge in 2007 in Minnesota. The 
collapse was, in part, due to poor upkeep. 
The failure resulted in the deaths of 13 
people. 

“I hope it doesn’t take something like 
that to get them to act,” says Gamble of 
the legislature. 

And Gamble feels Cooke’s pain. His 
family had to replace the windshield in 
their van recently because a piece of road 
flew off the highway and cracked it. The 
cost? About $300. 

“They may not know it, but they are 
paying for the conditions of the roads,” 
Gamble says of taxpayers. “One way or 
another, they are paying for it.”

— Todd Heywood
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Road woes

Enbridge, WKAR 
and Earth Day

Jeffrey Insko has a massive pipeline 
running through his backyard. He is 
reminded of this every time he looks out 
into his backyard and sees the scars left by 
Enbridge Energy’s pipeline replacement 
crews. And that reminder led to anger 
when he saw WKAR television and radio 
partnered with Enbridge for an Earth Day 
fundraiser to plant trees.

“I also find it unfortunate that WKAR 
couldn’t find a native Michigan sponsor 
for this program, turning instead to a 
company that continues to wreak havoc 
in the state almost four years after the 
Marshall spill,” he says. 

Insko, who lives in Oakland County, 
runs the Line 6B Citizens Blog, which 

is dedicated to tracking the activities of 
Enbridge. The Marshall spill happened 
in July 2010, when over 1 million gal-
lons of thick toxic metal-laced oil was 
released from the Lakehead Pipeline 6B. 
The company is still removing oil from 
the river, and has already spent over $1 
billion to clean up the spill. 

After the spill in Marshall, the pipeline 
company announced plans to replace the 
entire line from Griffin, Ind., to Sarnia, On-
tario. Replacement meant going across the 
state, clear cutting swaths of land, and dig-
ging down into the ground parallel to the 
current route of the line. The new line is 
expected to be brought online this month, 
and will double the capacity of oil running 
across southern Michigan. 

But properties owners, like Insko, were 
left with denuded properties and botched 
land purchase agreements.  Insko says he 
can’t determine how many trees Enbridge 
still needs to replace from the 6B replace-
ment project. And Enbridge has no idea 
right now either, says Jennifer Smith, a 
spokeswoman for the company. 

This despite Enbridge’s much touted 
2009 Neutral Footprint Program. The 
program promises to replace every tree 
removed for Enbridge related construc-
tion programs. Internationally, the proj-
ect claims the company has removed just 
under 600,000 trees, and planted just 
over 800,000 trees. At the very end of 
the project explanation, Enbridge notes 
tree planting will happen within five 
years of a tree’s removal. 

Enter WKAR. The public broadcasting 
station decided to host a fundraiser and 
Earth day event this year for a second time. 
The goal was to get donations to WKAR, 
while assisting the Michigan Arbor Day 
Foundation’s plant a tree initiative. To pro-
mote the event, WKAR officials approached 
local businesses to become sponsors. Lake 
Trust Credit Union and Enbridge each bit 
at the offer, handing over $2,500 to sponsor 
the event. In exchange they were featured 
together in a television spot saying that 
Enbridge and Lake Trust would plant a 
tree for anyone who donated to the public 
broadcasting station. Well, actually, Arbor 
Day Foundation would plant the tree. 

Bob Kolt, a spokesman for WKAR, 
says the stations are obligated to accept 
the sponsorships of any business that ap-
proaches it. Asked whether WKAR would 
accept the donation of a white nationalist 
organization such as the KKK or the neo-
Nazis, he said no. 

“They shared the vision of the proj-
ect,” Kolt said of Enbridge and the reason 
WKAR accepted its sponsorship. 

Tamara Hicks-Syron of Lansing has 
been a long-time donor to WKAR pro-
gramming. But the Enbridge sponsorship 
program may change that for her. 

“Unless there’s a good explanation or 
a huge apology admitting this wasn’t the 
right thing to do, then yes, I will be with-
drawing my support,” she said.

— Todd Heywood



By ALLAN I. ROSS
“Can I go here?”
A young woman walking through East 

Lansing’s Ann Street Plaza earlier this week 
stopped short of a maroon blotch splattered 
across the pavement. It looked like a giant 
splash of blood, about 12 feet long and 3 feet 

wide. She looked 
around. A man 
nearby waved her 
forward. 

“It’s OK, you 
can walk on it,” he 
said. “It’s art.”  

She gingerly 
tred on it; what 
looked like shape-
less red blobs at 
first took shape 
into flowers, feath-
ers and scales up 
close.  She thanked 
the man with a 
wave and contin-

ued on. What transpired between the two 
could be called a conversation — at least it 
was enough to make the woman pause and 
talk to a stranger. And for the piece’s artist, 
Imran Qureshi, that’s good enough.  

“Art is supposed to start a dialogue,” said 
Qureshi, 42, a world-renowned experi-
mental mixed-media artist. “Whether it’s 
an actual dialogue between two people or a 
symbolic one between a piece of art and its 
surroundings. Art is something that’s sup-
posed to lead to something.” 

Qureshi’s mural, “Fragmented,” is a series 
of about two dozen abstract paintings spread 
around the ground, benches and alley walls 
of Ann Street Plaza. By no means was it pre-
conceived. When a careless delivery driver 
drove his truck over a segment that hadn’t 

dried, Qureshi incorporated 
the tread marks into the 
piece. 

“I think it says a lot about 
our relationship with tech-
nology, how indifferent we’ve 
become to the world because 
of it,” Qureshi said. “He didn’t 
even look at the ground — he 
just kept going.” 

“Fragmented” continues 
two blocks over in an area 
across the street from the 
Broad Art Museum, where 
he has an exhibit — “Imran 
Qureshi: The God of Small 
Things” — that opens on Fri-
day. Last year the Pakistani-
born artist was named the Deutsche Bank 
Artist of the Year. He has showcased his 
miniature paintings and created installa-
tions in museums in Sydney, Dubai, London 
and New York. He also dabbles in video work 
and theatrical performance, but won’t cop to 
any one medium.

“I like ambiguity,” he said. 
In addition to being Qureshi’s splashy 

debut, “Fractured” is the first stroke of East 
Lansing’s new Public Mural Art Project. The 
program is designed to turn aspects of natu-
ral urban erosion into miniature artworks. A 
horizontal crack along a wall can become a 
tight rope; a bent bollard can be transformed 
into a giant stubbed-out cigarette. 

“It’s part of a continuum that goes from a 
tiny painting on a crack in a wall to a build-
ing that competes with the best museums in 
the world,” said East Lansing Mayor Nathan 
Triplett. “It ties the Broad to the city and the 
city to the Broad.”

Qureshi typically works with watercolors 
on paper, but for his exhibit, that style was 

something he thought was “too organic” for 
the Broad’s soaring steel architecture.

“When I was asked to do this exhibit 
last year, I didn’t know anything about the 
Broad or East Lansing — I said yes because I 
was excited about (museum architect) Zaha 
Hadid,” Qureshi said. “But when I saw the 
building last fall, I thought that bringing my 
previous work wouldn’t be a good idea. It 
made me want to create something new that 
would make the space talk.” 

For his exhibit, Qureshi made two origi-
nal paintings that are designed to be dis-
played at angles to each other that mimic the 
interior façade of the Broad. 

“The (Broad's) windows looked like an 
opening book to me, so I made these to echo 
that feeling,” he said. “But these are much 
smaller, of course. It’s like father and son.” 

But it may be easy to overlook the mole-
hill for the mountain in that gallery; Qureshi 
has also created a massive mound of crum-
pled paper that takes up most of the room’s 
floor space. It’s another of Qureshi’s emerg-
ing trademark works, a piece he’s created in 

previous intallations. Over 20,000 copies of 
images from Qureshi’s “Fragmented”-like 
mural atop New York’s Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art were printed on semi-glossy 
24-by-33-inch paper, wadded up by a team 
of volunteers and tossed into a pile last week. 

“I use pictures of my own art to depict 
change,” he said. “It’s a connection to my pre-
vious art, but it’s also doing something new 
in an organic way.” 

Qureshi’s pieces are artworks in their own 
right, but they could also be considered a 
single evolving exhibition, incorporating tra-
ditional and nontraditional media, trekking 
onward both temporally and geographically. 
Today’s sidewalk mural is fodder for tomor-
row’s crumpled paper mountain, which 
may become next week’s film project. Who 
knows? The whole thing could become a 
play one day. 

“I’m not trying to force anything — I’m 
just letting my art emerge and talk to me” he 
said. “It’s a little narration. When it comes 
naturally, it has more life. It’s about you and 
your dialogue with yourself.”
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Imran 
Qureshi’s (left) 
massive public 
ground mural, 
“Fragmented,” 
is splattered 
across 
pavement, 
walls and 
park benches 
in downtown 
East Lansing, 
stretching 
from Ann 
Street Plaza 
to a section 
of pavement 
across the 
street from 
the Broad Art 
Museum. 

Splashes of dialogue 
Broad guest artist gets East Lansing talking 

“Fragmented” 
Ann Street Plaza
Corner of M.A.C. and Albert 
avenues, East Lansing

“Imran Qureshi: 
The God of Small 
Things”
Friday, May 9-Sunday, Aug. 17
Broad Art Museum
547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing, MSU campus 
FREE
(517) 884-4800, 
broadartmuseum.msu.edu

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
From the U.S. Air Force’s crack big 

band to the far-out signals of avant-
garde spaceman Sun Ra, East Lan-
sing's Summer Solstice Jazz Festival 
has announced a stellar lineup that 
thrusts the 18-year-old event into new 
layers of the stratosphere.

In recent years, the event skyrocket-
ed to national stature under the aegis of 

artistic director Rodney Whitaker and 
his stellar MSU jazz studies program. 
This year, it's breaking another sound 
barrier or two.

Two of jazz's top young artists, sing-
er Cecile McLorin Salvant and trum-
peter Benny Benack III, will headline a 
broad mix of straight-ahead, big band, 
blues, Latin and chamber jazz on two 
stages June 20-21 at East Lansing's 
Parking Lot 1, 230 Albert Ave., and 
Ann Street Plaza.

This year's event will take advan-
tage of East Lansing’s newest cultural 
jewel, the Broad Art Museum: Kozmic 
Picnic, a tribute to Ra’s outer space jazz 

by Detroit's Planet D Nonet, will be 
held in the museum's sculpture garden 
on Saturday, June 21. It's the first time 
avant-garde jazz has joined the festival 
lineup, but the advent of a major con-
temporary art museum in East Lan-
sing put the planets into alignment.

In a masterstroke of logistics and 
multi-genre programming, Chicago’s 
raucous Lowdown Brass Band will lead 
a New Orleans-style second line march 
from the Broad Museum to the epicen-
ter of action in downtown Lansing at 
the Ra tribute, complete with flashing 
strings of beads and spinning parasols.

Courtesy photo 

Singer Cecile 
McLorin Salvan 

is one of the 
performers at 

the East Lansing 
Summer Solstice 

Jazz Festival. 
Also appearing 
are trumpeter 

Benny Benack III 
and a the Planet 

D Nonet, who will 
perform a tribute 

to Sun Ra. 

Sonic boom
East Lansing Jazz Festival 
pushes the envelope

See Solstice, Page 11
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Thursdays & Fridays @ 8PM
Saturdays @ 3PM & 8PM

Sundays @ 2PM

May 15 - June 15, 2014

Williamston Theatre
122 S Putnam St.,Williamston

517-655-7469
www.williamstontheatre.org

Featuring: 
Ruth Crawford and
Thomas D. Mahard

He’s a man who won’t give 
up, and she’s a woman who 
won’t give in. In a story that 

spans three decades, we travel 
with two unlikely companions 
who encounter each other at 

strange and inopportune times. 
When the time is finally right, 
will they be able to give in to 
their desires for courtship?

A co-production with
Tipping Point Theatre.

by Norm Foster
Directed by Lynn Lammers

One of the largest shows of its kind in Michigan! Featuring arts, crafts, tools, jewelry, 
furniture, quilts, plants and baskets. Concessions available with food specialties 

including baked goods, cheeses and jams hosted by Amish women.

Train departs the Steam Railroading Institute at 8 a.m.and returns at 8 p.m.
Don’t pay to park and walk for miles. The shuttle will drop you off at the gate!

michigansteamtrain.com - The Steam Railroading - Institute’s Visitor Center
405 S. Washington St., P.O. Box 665 - Owosso, MI 48867 - For ticketing info, call 989.399.7589 

$45
ROUND TRIP

$49ADULT

$29CHILDA l m a  H i g h l a n d  
Fest i v al Excurs i o n
MAY 24, 2014
Join us for a train trip from Owosso 
to Alma, “Scotland U.S.A.” for the 
Alma Highland Festival! We arrive in 
Alma in time for the Parade. Spend 
the day in Alma enjoying the sights, 
sounds and food of this annual 
event and then ride back in comfort 
to Owosso. Includes admission to 
the festival.

One hour train rides 
available at 1pm & 3pm. 
$15 adults/$10 children

MAY 17, 2014

LANSING - OFF SOUTH CEDAR AT 1-96
VISIT CELEBRATIONCINEMA.COM OR CALL 393-SHOW

US 127 & Lake Lansing Rd
www.NCGmovies.com  

(517) 316-9100
Student Discount with ID 

ID required for “R” rated films

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
A chic-looking young woman drags her 

working-class dad to the symphony. Squint-
ing at all the musicians and instruments 
on the stage, he squirms in his seat and de-
mands, “Who am I supposed to root for?”

OK, I made up that New Yorker cartoon, 
but it's condescending enough to seem real.

The point is, nobody had any problem fig-
uring out whom to root for at Wednesday’s 
Lansing Symphony season finale.

Pianist Andrew Hsu, all of 19 years old, 
didn't just play the shoes off the Schumann 
piano concerto — he tinkered with it like a 
happy motorhead tuning up a red 1970 Mus-
tang. His joyful absorption was so complete 
he may as well have been alone in his garage 
with a beer on the toolbox and a pizza on the 
way. He folded the concerto into an origami 
flamingo, had it for breakfast, married it and 
buried it. He made it fun.

Applying ineffable skills beyond soloists 
twice or thrice his age, Hsu had the audience 
belly up and purring with pleasure within 30 
seconds. Without pretension, angst or ap-
parent desire to prove anything, he glided 
along with a liquid touch, totally engaged, 
creating the rare illusion that he was making 
it all up as he went along. The orchestra re-
sponded with equal spontaneity and springi-
ness. At the beginning of the second move-
ment, Hsu volleyed a bouncy little phrase 
back and forth with the strings, beaming 
and shaking his head with pleasure, as if 
they were all jamming in that garage with 

the beer and pizza. 
Not that Hsu made light of the job. 

Schumann’s bouts of despair and declara-
tions of passion were there, not to be wal-
lowed in, but to be plopped and fizzed into 
the sheer joy of making music. It was the 
lightest heavyweight performance an LSO 
soloist has delivered in a long time.

Hsu got an instantaneous standing ova-
tion as soon as the concerto was over, but he 
wasn’t through yet. He didn’t take the easy 
way out for an encore. He tore through the 
furious fugue from Samuel Barber’s piano 
sonata, a vortex of spiky melody that wheels, 
burns and bites back at itself like hellfire. 

Hsu’s second standing O was the third 
overall that night — and it wasn’t even inter-
mission yet. The first spontaneous audience 
eruption came in response to the evening 
opener, Christopher Theofanidis’ “Rainbow 
Body.” This was an IMAX performance mas-
terfully rendered in 3-D by maestro Timothy 
Muffitt, with primordial growls from bas-
soon and cello in the background, smeared 
notes oozing in all directions, and a lumi-
nous medieval melody, superbly played by 
the LSO strings, shimmering in the center.

Sudden, whip-like outbursts from the 
woodwinds lashed just short of your nose. 
Long pedal points — bottom-dwelling notes 
sustained about as long as sperm whales 
dive for giant squid — rumbled under the 
seats. After a series of struggles rendered in 
primary-color movie-score style, the serene 
melody, based on music by medieval vision-
ary Hildegard von Bingen, rematerialized, 
like the Good Witch of the North, inflated to 
purple-faced intensity by every mother’s son 
in the orchestra to climax in a shamelessly 
orgasmic major chord. The crowd went wild, 
but no smoking was allowed.

After all that pleasure, I’d love to report 

Blissed out
Pianist Andrew Hsu had the 
audience belly up and purring 
at symphony closer

Courtesy photo

Pianst 
Andrew 
Hsu, 19, 
performed 
a Schumann 
piano 
concerto at 
the Lansing 
Symphony’s 
season 
closer last 
week. 

See Hsu, Page 11
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Riverwalk Theatre

228 Museum Drive, across    from Lansing Center

Clip this coupon for a $2 discount! 
no photocopies   limit 4 discounts per coupon

482-5700 • RiverwalkTheatre.com 

May 9-11 & 16-18  
$12 ($10 sr/student/military)

8 pm Fri & Sat; 2 pm Sun.

Telling 
Lives

A Memory Play by Faye Sholiton 
Directed by Jeff Magnuson

As three generations of women 
review the story of one life, 
they reveal secrets of their 

own telling lives.

Amy Rickett, Eve Davidson, Michelle Lerma

$

general seating - 

Reservatio
ns ass

ure 

admission.

37

Coming in 
City Pulse May 28: 
Made in Lansing: A Special Issue

Join us in saluting Lansing-made products, such as:
H. Smith Pocket Protector     Mary Olds Sheet Music 

Sailor Boy Oysters     REO Lawn Mower     Bement Bobsleigh
and many, many more    

This issue — tied to a new exhibit at City Hall organized by the 
Historical Society of Greater Lansing — will be well read.

Advertising Space Reservation deadline: May 21

Contact Berl Schwartz
(517) 999-5061     publisher@lansingcitypulse.com

Change a life
VOLUNTEER to tutor adults in reading, 

English as a second language 
or GED preparation.

Next Training Session
Wednesday, 14  and 21 from 6-9 p.m.call the

Capital Area Literacy Coalion
(517) 485-4949 www.thereadingpeople.org

— no experience necessary —

that the evening’s (and the season’s) crown-
ing glory, Brahms' Fourth Symphony, went 
off without a hitch, but that was not quite the 
case. It's petty to point out the random clams 
that slip out in nearly any orchestral perfor-
mance, but when the number exceeds three 
man-eaters — as it did among the brass play-
ers in the first movement — it's hard not to 
notice. For the rest of the night, the brass 
couldn't completely shake a detached, loud-
voice-at-the-party intrusiveness. 

However, all forces rallied to nail down 
the third movement's best-day-of-your-
life exultation. The stage was set for one of 
music’s most inexorable steamrollers — the 
last movement, in which the same eight 
notes ratchet upward and upward, gather-
ing torque like Archimedes lifting the world, 
until there is nothing left but empty space. 

Neither rushing nor dragging the weight 
entrusted to him, Muffitt should have his 
juggernaut operator’s license renewed after 
guiding this monster home. The orchestra’s 
grasp definitively caught up with its reach, 
breathing Brahms’ mighty answer to death 
into tender air before closing the lid on an 
ambitious and memorable season.

Hsu
from page 10

Slightly closer to Earth, the 18-piece 
Airmen of Note, the top U.S. Air Force big 
band, will make its first visit to the festival 
this year. Formed in 1950 to pick up where 
Major Glenn Miller's Army Air Corps dance 
band left off, the Airmen comprise one of the 
last touring big bands in existence.

For the past three years, a co-sponsorship 
with the Wharton Center helped the festival 
snag rising stars such as bassist Esperanza 
Spalding and vocalist Cyrille Aimee, both of 
whom returned to perform at Wharton. This 
year, the principal snagee is idiosyncratic 
vocalist Salvant, who combines the conver-
sational coolness (and sexy-nerd glasses) of 
Blossom Dearie with the off-handed sultri-
ness of Billie Holiday and the time-stretch-
ing command of Sarah Vaughan. 

The other young catch is Benack, an ebul-
lient trumpeter-singer and winner of just 
about every competition in existence, named 
by Wynton Marsalis as one of the next gen-
eration of jazz greats. 

A new flavor at the festival this year is 
10-piece Latin ensemble Aguankó, led by 
Mexican drummer-composer Alberto Nacif 

and Cuban percussionist Pepe Espinosa. To 
thicken the stew of styles, Detroit's Thornet-
ta Davis will represent for blues and R&B.

With combos small, medium and large, 
the roster of jazz musicians on the festival’s 
two stages this year runs into the hundreds. 
As usual, the cream of local jazz performers 
will be on hand, from the salsa sounds of Or-
questa Ritmo to straight-ahead combos led 
by top saxophonist Diego Rivera and guitar-
ist Neil Gordon. Vocalist Sunny Wilkinson, 
blues/funk specialists Root Doctor, the LCC 
Faculty Jazz Quartet and another big band, 
led by MSU trombone Professor Michael 
Dease, are also on the slate.

In addition to flexing his star drawing 
power, Whitaker is also making sure the fes-
tival digs deeper roots into the community. 
An education stage will showcase units such 
as the MSU Community Music School Jazz 
Orchestra (directed by Whitaker), the LCC 
Jazz Band, the East Lansing High School 
Jazz Band and an ad hoc combo made up 
of Jazz Alliance of Mid-Michigan (JAMM) 
scholarship recipients. If all that doesn't fill 
up the longest days of the year, nothing will.

The East Lansing Summer Solstice 
Jazz Festival is presented by the City of 
East Lansing, MSU's College of Music 
and the Wharton Center. For a full lineup, 
go to eljazzfest.com.

Solstice
from page 9
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ARIES ARIES (March 21-April 19): Fireworks displays 
excite the eyes and lift the spirit. But the smoke and 
dust they produce can harm the lungs with residues 
of heavy metals. The toxic chemicals they release may 
pollute streams and lakes and even groundwater. So is 
there any alternative? Not yet. No one has come up with 
a more benign variety of fireworks. But if it happens 
soon, I bet it will be due to the efforts of an enterprising 
Aries researcher. Your tribe is entering a phase when 
you will have good ideas about how to make risky fun 
safer, how to ensure vigorous adventures are healthy, 
and how to maintain constructive relationships with 
exciting influences.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Free jazz is a type of 
music that emerged in the 1950s as a rebellion against 
jazz conventions. Its meter is fluid and its harmonies 
unfamiliar, sometimes atonal. Song structures may be 
experimental and unpredictable. A key element in free 
jazz is collective improvisation -- riffing done not just 
by a featured soloist, but by the entire group of musi-
cians playing together. To prepare for your adventures 
in the coming days, Taurus -- which I suspect will have 
resemblances to free jazz -- you might want to listen to 
music by its pioneers, like Ornette Coleman, Charles 
Mingus, and Sun Ra. Whatever you do, don't fall prey 
to scapabobididdilywiddilydoobapaphobia, which is the 
fear of freestyle jazz.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Apple and Exxon are the 
most valuable companies in America. In third place, 
worth more than $350 billion, is Google. Back in 1999, 
when the future Internet giant was less than a year old, 
Google's founders Sergey Brin and Larry Page tried to 
sell their baby for a mere million dollars. The potential 
buyer was Excite, an online service that was thriving 
at the time. But Excite's CEO turned down the offer, 
leaving Brin and Page to soldier onward by themselves. 
Lucky for them, right? Today they're rich and powerful. I 
foresee the possibility of a comparable development in 
your life, Gemini. An apparent "failure" may, in hindsight, 
turn out to be the seed of a future success.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): "You can't have your 
cake and eat it, too" is an English-language proverb. It 
means that you will no longer have your cake if you eat 
it all up. The Albanian version of the adage is "You can't 
go for a swim without getting wet. " Hungarians say, "It's 
impossible to ride two horses with one butt." According 
to my analysis, Cancerian, you will soon disprove this 
folk wisdom. You will, in effect, be able to eat you cake 
and still have it. You will somehow stay dry as you take 
a dip. You will figure out a way to ride two horses with 
your one butt.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): I know this might come as a 
shock, Leo, but . . . are you ready? . . . you are God! 
Or at least godlike. An influx of crazy yet useful magic 
from the Divine Wow is boosting your personal power 
way beyond normal levels. There's so much primal mojo 
flowing through you that it will be hard if not impossible 
for you to make mistakes.  Don't fret, though. Your stint 
as the Wild Sublime Golden Master of Reality probably 
won't last for more than two weeks, three tops. I'm sure 
that won't be long enough for you to turn into a raving 
megalomaniac with 10,000 cult followers.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): In your imagination, take 
a trip many years into the future. See yourself as you 
are now, sitting next to the wise elder you will be then. 
The two of you are lounging on a beach and gazing at 
a lake. It's twilight. A warm breeze feels good. You turn 
to your older self and say, "Do you have any regrets? Is 
there anything you wish you had done but did not do?" 
Your older self tells you what that thing is. (Hear it now.) 
And you reply, "Tomorrow I will begin working to change 
all that."

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Over a hundred years 
ago, the cattle industry pressured the U.S. govern-
ment to kill off wolves in Yellowstone National Park. By 

1926 the wolves had all but vanished. In the following 
decades, elk herds grew unnaturally big, no longer 
hunted by their natural predator. The elk decimated 
the berry bushes of Yellowstone, eating the wild fruit 
with such voracity that grizzly bears and many other 
species went hungry. In 1995, environmentalists and 
conservationists got clearance to re-introduce wolves 
to the area. Now the berry bushes are flourishing again. 
Grizzlies are thriving, as are other mammals that had 
been deprived. I regard this vignette as an allegory for 
your life in the coming months, Libra. It's time to do the 
equivalent of replenishing the wolf population. Correct 
the imbalance.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): I have no problem with 
you listening closely to the voices in your head. Although 
there might be some weird counsel flowing from some 
of them, it's also possible that one of those voices might 
have sparkling insights to offer. As for the voices that 
are delivering messages from your lower regions, in the 
vicinity of your reproductive organs: I'm not opposed to 
you hearing them out, either. But I hope you will be most 
attentive and receptive to the voices in your heart. 
While they are not infallible, they are likely to contain a 
higher percentage of useful truth than those other two 
sources.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Kangaroo rats live 
in the desert. They're at home there, having evolved 
over millennia to thrive in the arid conditions. So well-
adapted are they that they can go a very long time with-
out drinking water. While it's admirable to have achieved 
such a high level of accommodation to their environ-
ment, I don't recommend that you do something com-
parable. In fact, its probably better if you don't adjust to 
some of the harsher aspects of your environment. Now 
might be a good time to acknowledge this fact and start 
planning an alternate solution.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): "Those who control 
their passions do so because their passions are weak 
enough to be controlled," said writer William Blake. I 
think you will challenge this theory in the coming weeks, 
Capricorn. Your passions will definitely not be weak. 
They may even verge on being volcanic. And yet I bet 
you will manage them fairy well. By that I mean you will 
express them with grace and power rather than allow-
ing them to overwhelm you and cause a messy ruckus. 
You won't need to tamp them down and bottle them up 
because you will find a way to be both uninhibited and 
disciplined as you give them their chance to play.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Would you please go 
spend some quality time having non-goal-oriented fun? 
Can I convince you to lounge around in fantasyland as 
you empty your beautiful head of all compulsions to 
prove yourself and meet people's expectations? Will you 
listen to me if I suggest that you take off the mask that's 
stuck to your face and make funny faces in the mirror? 
You need a nice long nap, gorgeous. Two or three nice 
long naps. Bake some damn cookies, even if you've 
never done so. Soak your feet in epsom salts as you 
binge-watch a TV show that stimulates a thousand emo-
tions. Lie in the grass and stare lovingly at the sky for as 
long as it takes to recharge your spiritual batteries.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Dear Pisceans: Your 
evil twins have asked me to speak to you on their behalf. 
They say they want to apologize for the misunderstand-
ings that may have arisen from their innocent desire to 
show you what you had been missing. Their intent was 
not at all hostile or subversive. They simply wanted to 
fill in some gaps in your education. OK? Next your evil 
twins want to humbly request that you no longer refer 
to them as "Evil Twin," but instead pick a more affection-
ate name, like, say "Sweet Mess" or "Tough Lover." If 
you promise to treat them with more geniality, they will 
guarantee not to be so tricky and enigmatic.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny           May 7-14

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT MESSAGE 
HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

By JONATHAN GRIFFITH
It’s not uncommon for an untrained eye 

to question the skill involved in an abstract 
work of art. Overlooking any subtext or form, 
some people may snicker to themselves 
that a child could produce such a piece. 
But “Reductive Uncertainty” at 
(SCENE) Metrospace, one 
of many opening exhibits 
at Lansing’s First Sun-
day Gallery Walk last 
weekend, features 
highly conceptual 
prints and sculp-
tures by a cyclotron 
physicist — hardly 
child’s play. 

“The pixel level is 
like the atomic level,” 
said Matthaeus Leitner, 
artist and physicist at Michi-
gan State University’s Facility for 
Rare Isotope Beams. “Its more about experi-
encing a presence. Location can’t be defined 
anymore — it’s all about probability.” 

“Reductive Uncertainty” is the first ex-
hibition for the Austrian-born Leitner, who 
condenses photographed images into what 
he calls “unrecognizable” artwork. Through 
Leitner’s lens, a simple sunset becomes a 
wash of warm pixelated color. 

The theme of presence is carried over 
into his sculpture as well. Simple shapes 
are welded out of aluminum, where faces 
meet at a hardened array of boiling edges. 
Leitner prefers aluminum to deliberately 
create this effect.

“Its imperfect,” he said. “Whimsical.”
The pairing of academia and art aren’t 

necessarily exclusive to the campus of MSU. 
Old Town’s MICA Gallery welcomed “KIEL-

WAHL” over the weekend, the culmination 
of a two-year collaboration between artists 
Dylan Wahl and Jefferson Kielwagen. 

“There’s eye candy and brain candy,” said 
the Brazilian-born Kielwagen of his concep-
tual exhibition. “Brain candy is better. The 
viewer holds the idea for longer.”

Kielwagen and Wahl both have ties to 
MSU; Kielwagen was in the graphic design 
program and Wahl is in engineering. Kiel-
wagen said he found graphic design “frus-
trating,” and wants to pursue the success he's 

found outside of it. Wahl, however, 
intends to keep engineering 

as his vocation and moon-
light with his creativity. 

The pieces in 
“KIEWWAHL” deal 
with perception and 
identity. Visitors are 
encouraged to par-
take in “Gay Cheese,” 
a column in the cen-

ter of the gallery upon 
which a platter of cheese 

cubes is meant to conjure 
questions of the self before 

and after it is consumed.
The north wall of MICA is adorned with 

various patterns defaced at their centers with 
bold, black circles, while the south wall is 
home to “The Absence of the Artist is Pres-
ent,” a series of photographs from all over 
the world illustrating that the artist can only 
be present in one place at a time, but his ab-
sence can be anywhere simultaneously. 

“KIELWAHL” also includes various 
sculptures and video installations, including 
“Unboxing,” a pairing of YouTube mockery 
and intellectual ideals that Wahl said is “like 
an orgasm.” 

A couple of doors down at the Creole 
Gallery, artists were celebrating their aca-
demic careers’ end at the Lansing Com-
munity College Class of 2014 Photogra-
phy Exhibition. Works included portraits, 
landscapes and food.

Included in the show was fine art pho-
tographer Libby Parker. Hailing from Jack-
son, Parker’s black-and-white work featured 
strong focal points accented by skylines with 
diminished but resilient sunlight. Also in-
cluded in the show was studio and fashion 
photographer Alyssa LaFrance. LaFrance’s 
works included tight shots of elegant sub-
jects staring back at the viewer in a gaze that 
walks the line of plaintive and sensual. 

“It’s my dream to work for Vogue Maga-
zine,” LaFrance said. “I used to tear pages out 
of Vogue as a kid and hang them on my wall.”

Of all the facets of art, photography may 
seem the easiest, but LaFrance makes a 
strong argument otherwise.  

“It takes a lot more work than what 
ends up on that wall,” she said. “You take 
200 pictures and there are only two that 
actually work.”

Meditation
Quan Am Buddhist Temple
Every Thursday 7-8:30 p.m.

1840 N. College Rd., Mason, MI 48854
Everyone welcome - For information:

Call: (517) 347-1655  or (517) 853-1675
quanamtemple.org

FreeFree

Particular art
Lansing-area art galleries offer 
candy for eye and brain in May

Jonathan Griff ith/City Pulse
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By RICH TUPICA 
You don’t need to be a pro wrestling fan to 

know who Hulk Hogan, the Rock and Batista are, 
but the Mysterious Movado, the Soul Shooters and 
Jack Thriller are probably flying under your radar. 
You may not have heard of them, but for Lansing-
area pro wrestling fans, they represent a novel way 
to watching suplexes and burning hammers being 
thrown instead of on Monday Night RAW — they 
perform live locally about once a month.  

Those wrestlers are part of the International 
Ring of Grapplers, a local pro wrestling company 
that’s rumbled through 16 independent wrestling 
events since its inception in 2012. While it doesn’t 
have grand arenas and pyrotechnics, the gritty 
DIY vibe keeps things interesting. 

“Our motto is ‘think global, slam local,’” said the 
group’s co-owner, Rigo Flores. “We want to bring 
wrestling into smaller cities like Leslie and Holt so 
fans don’t have to drive two hours to go to Detroit.” 

Last week, the group held its latest slugfest at 
the new entertainment venue, Think Live Music, 
1200 Marquette St. on Lansing’s northwest side. 
The event was called “Welcome to the Mayhem,” 
and featured good guys versus bad guys grappling 
it out with highflying, pro wrestling antics. 

The next show, “Friday the 13th” is, appro-
priately enough, Friday, June 13, back at Think 
Live Music. For more information, go to  
facebook.com/theirog. 

The big grapple
Flying high with Lansing-area pro wrestlers

The Great Akuma (right) smack talks “The American Hero” Roger Lanier
The IROG’s Lansing home is Think Live Music on Marquette Street. Here the referee oversees 
the Old Timer Jeff King v.s. Rick Vidol match.
The Great Akuma chokes out Roger Lanier on the ropes.

Roderick Street, who portrays a crooked cop in the ring, prepares to swat Chase Matthews.
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By BILL CASTAINER
In his three years as a Michigan Su-

preme Court judge in the late ‘50s, John D. 
Voelker wrote an impressive 100 opinions. 
One of the most titillating was “People v. 
Hildabridle” in 1959, which involved a Bat-
tle Creek-area nudist camp. Voelker, who 
died in 1991, was decidedly offbeat, said 
his good friend and fellow fly fisherman 
and attorney, Frederick Baker. 

“It’s that eccentricity that makes Voelk-
er’s decision so noteworthy,” Baker said. 

“Most (of his decisions) have a glimmer of 
the human being who wrote then within 
the text. You don’t find that anymore. To-
day the court cranks out monstrosities 
that are pretentious and scholarly and that 
want to impose a philosophy.”

The case may have faded into legal 
oblivion except that Voelker, writing under 
his pen name Robert Traver, had released 
his novel, “Anatomy of a Murder,” one 
year earlier. The book became a New York 
Times best seller, remaining on the list for 
65 weeks — 29 of which in the number one 
slot — and spawned the hit Jimmy Stewart 
movie of the same name.

Phil Greasley, a former University of 
Kentucky English Professor and MSU 
graduate, will discuss Voelker’s decision 
and its literary merits with MSU English 
Professor of James Seaton at 9 a.m. Satur-
day at the 44th meeting of the Society for 
the Study of Midwestern Literature. Cloth-
ing is required. 

The movie in some ways mirrored Voelk-
er’s legal opinion in Hildabridle: Both con-
fronted community standards of decency. 
“Anatomy of a Murder” was banned in Chi-

cago for its frank 
sexual content, 
and the Hildab-
ridle case was 
controversial in 
its views on what 
constitutes inde-
cent exposure and 
personal liberty.

“Voelker’s leg-
acy is worth pre-
serving especially 
as it delves into 
human thought,” 
said Greasley by 

phone from Lexington, Ky. He writes in a 
shared draft of his presentation that Voelk-
er’s writing emphasizes “life’s moral com-
plexity, the gray areas of law and the ironies 
and hypocrisies that mark our lives.”

“(Voelker’s legal opinions) reflect the 

identical values, concerns and principles that 
are included in his literary writing,” Greasley 
writes. “(He) consistently sought to maxi-
mize personal freedom and to minimize gov-
ernmental intrusion on private lives.”

Baker said that his favorite line of Voelk-
er’s is, “If eccentricity were a crime, then all 
of us were felons.” (Baker says he especially 
likes the double subjunctive.)

Voelker resigned from the Supreme 
Court to write another literary legal novel, 
“Laughing Whitefish,” which explores Na-
tive American treaty rights and a woman’s 
real fight to get compensation from iron 
ore companies. In tendering his resigna-
tion to Gov. G. Mennen Williams, Voelker 
wrote, “While other men can write my 
legal opinions they can scarcely write my 
books. I am sorry.” 

In addition to his legal novels Voelker 
wrote several nonfiction books on fishing, 
including “Anatomy of a Fisherman.”

Also on the program is John Beck from 
MSU’s School of Human Resources and La-
bor Relations. His presentation, “Struggle 
and Tragedy: Recent Fiction and the 1913-
‘14 Michigan Copper Strike,” focuses on a 
wave of novels published in the last two years 
that uses the strike as either a focus or back-
drop. With its classic fight between a radical 
trade union and the “benevolent paternal-
ism” practices on the Keweenaw, the story 
is primed for dramatic retellings. Violence 
visited both sides in the dispute, culminating 

in the false cry of fire at a crowded strikers’ 
Christmas party at Calumet’s Italian Hall 
that resulted in a stampede that killed 74, 
most of whom were children. 

Many of the novels are by relatively 
unknown authors; an exception is “Red 
Jacket” by Joseph Heywood, who departed 
from his popular contemporary “Woods 
Cop” series to feature a protagonist who 
involves himself in the strike. 

This year celebrates the 25th anniver-
sary of the establishment of the John D. 
Voelker Foundation, which provides schol-
arships to Native Americans. Baker said 
Voelker wanted to “live life as his own,” and 
that’s one reason the native Yooper was 
drawn back to the Upper Peninsula.

Baker said it was the little things that 
mattered to Voelker. He recalls a trip to visit 
Voelker with a mutual friend. Baker said 
Voelker drove them deep into the woods 
until they got to a stand of trees, including 
two birch trees that he described as “being 
twined together like lovers.”

“They were very important to him,” Bak-
er said. The area was set be clear-cut, and 
Voelker filed a lawsuit each year to stop the 
cutting. Baker said Voelker made a promise 
to file a suit every year until he died. 

“They will be alive as long as I am alive,” 
Voelker told Baker. After Voelker’s death in 
1991 at the age of 87, the trees were cleared. 

True to his word, he’d kept them alive as 
long as he could. 

For more information, visit
www.schulerbooks.com

Lansing Book Launch
Detroit Musician 

JOSH MALERMAN

Thu. May 15 7 p.m.
Eastwood Towne Center

Thu. May 15. 9 pm

Unofficial Bird Box 
AFTER-PARTY
Josh Malerman &  

The High Strung perform  
@ Mac’s Bar

Commerical & Residental
Fully Insured

Call Joan at:
(517) 881-2204

  Oh the places you’ll go - at great prices! 

                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 

 
 
 

            

           Curious Book Shop 
                 307 E. Grand River * E. Lansing 
                 332-0112 * we validate parking 
                              Mon - Sat 10 - 7, Sun 12 – 5  
                       www.curiousbooks.com 
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Anatomy of 
a writer
Annual symposium celebrates 
the work of eccentric 
Michigan author, judge

Writing the 
Midwest: A 
Symposium of 
Scholars and 
Writers
The 44th Annual Meeting of 
the Society for the Study of 
Midwestern Literature
Thursday, May 8–Saturday, 
May 10
Kellogg Conference Center 
219 S. Harrison Road, East 
Lansing
$25
ssml.org/symposium

Bill Castanier/City Pulse

The film “Anatomy 
of a Murder” 
was based on 
the book by 
Michigan Supreme 
Court Judge/
author John D. 
Voelker, who will 
be discussed 
at the Writing 
in the Midwest 
symposium this 
weekend. Some 
of the locales 
where the story 
is based have 
become tourist 
attractions. 
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A new app from City Pulse

Lansing’s most comprehensive Entertainment, Event, Restaurant and Live Music Guide — now f its in your pocket

Download before May 20 for a chance to win 

2 ful l -week passes to Common Ground July 8-13!][
TEXT PULSE TO 77948



Wednesday, May 7
Classes and seMinars
College Planning. Learn about financial aid, tuition 
costs and more. 6:30-7:30 p.m. FREE. Delta Township 
District Library, 5130 Davenport Drive, Lansing. (517) 
321-4014 ext. 4. dtdl.org.
Family Storytime. Ages up to 6. Stories, rhymes 
and activities. 10:30 a.m. FREE. CADL South Lansing 
Library, 3500 S. Cedar St., Lansing. (517) 367-6363.
Meditation. For beginners and experienced. 7-9 
p.m. FREE. Vietnamese Buddhist Temple, 3015 S. 
Washington Ave., Lansing. (517) 351-5866. 
Together, Let’s Jam!. Music therapy class for all 
ages. 6:30 p.m. $5/CADSA members FREE. MSU 
Community Music School, 4930 S. Hagadorn Road, 
East Lansing. (517) 355-7661. cms.msu.edu.
Job Search Techiques. Workshop. 9:15-10:30 a.m. 
St. Johns Service Center, 101 W. Cass St. Suite A, St. 
Johns. camw.org.
Appreciative Inquiry. Discussion. 6-7 p.m. FREE. 
Pilgrim Congregational United Church of Christ, 125 S. 
Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. (517) 484-7434. pilgrimucc.com.
Senior Games. Mah jongg/pinochle. 1 p.m, FREE. 
Meridian Senior Center, 4000 N. Okemos Road, 
Okemos. (517) 706-5045. ow.ly/wpw5X.
Bridge Lessons. Learn to play modern bridge the 
easy way. 12:30-2:30 p.m. $60. Meridian Senior Center, 
4000 N. Okemos Road, Okemos. (517) 706-5045. 
Overeaters Anonymous. 7 p.m. FREE. First 
Congregational United Church of Christ, 210 W. 
Saginaw Highway, Grand Ledge. (517) 256-6954. fcgl.org.

events
Farmers Market at Allen Market Place.  
Featuring locally grown/prepared foods. Live music. 
3-6:30 p.m. FREE. Allen Street Farmers Market, 1619 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. (517) 999-3911. 
Capital Area Crisis Men’s Rugby Practice. 
Weather permitting. All experience levels welcome. 
6:30 p.m. FREE. St. Joseph Park, 2151 W. Hillsdale, 
Lansing. crisisrfc.com.
Practice Your English. 7-8 p.m. FREE. East Lansing 
Public Library, 950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. (517) 
351-2420. 
Senior Discovery Group. Coffee and 
conversatations. 10 a.m.-noon, FREE. Allen 
Neighborhood Center, 1619 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 
Spring Salad Luncheon. Includes sauerkraut, brats 

See Out on the Town, Page 22

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, MAY 9-10 >> MIGHTY UKE DAY FESTIVAL

ON THE

TOWN
Events must be entered through the calendar at  

lansingcitypulse.com. Deadline is 5 p.m. Thursdays 
for the following week’s issue. Charges may apply for 
paid events to appear in print. If you need assistance, 

please call Jonathan at (517) 999-5069.

MONDAY, MAY 12 >> BEER AND CRAVINGS POPCORN PAIRING

The ukelele may be a staple in Hawaiian culture but it also has solid ties to Michigan. For example, “Waikiki,” one of the 

classic hapa-haole songs, was written by Andy Cummings in Michigan in 1938. And Gibson Guitar (now Heritage Guitar) 

in Kalamazoo manufactured ukeleles that are now highly sought-after by collectors and uke enthusiasts worldwide. Ben 

Hassenger created Mighty Uke Day Festival four years ago, a two-day ode to the uke featuring concerts and play-alongs. 

Headliners Sarah Maisel and Craig Chee will perform on ukulele; there will also be additional performances, community 

jams and other activities. Events are free, with concert tickets sold a la carte. Several locations around Lansing’s historic 

Old Town district. (517) 896-4025, mightyukeday.com. (For a full interview with Hassenger, go to lansingcitypulse.com.)

To celebrate American Craft Beer Week, I'm a Beer Hound and REO Town Pub are holding the first of three beer and popcorn 
pairings. Each event will feature popcorn from Old Town's Cravings Gourmet Popcorn and beer from a different craft brewery. First 
up is Colorado-based New Belgium Brewing Co. The event is casual and done in the style of traditional beer dinners. 7-10 p.m. $20. 
REO Town Pub, 1145 S. Washington Ave., Lansing. (517) 485-4863. 

SATURDAY, MAY 10 >> 3RD ANNUAL PETALS AND VINES FESTIVAL 
At the 3rd Annual Petal and Vines Festival, Woldumar Nature Center will get in the spirit with a night of appreciation for 

Michigan's beauty and booze. A variety of local brews and wines will be on hand, including selections from Sandhill Crane 

Vineyards, Sleepwalker Spirits and Ale, BAD Brewing Co. and more. There will also be food, live music and games, all held 

on the verdant grounds of the Woldumar Nature Center. The price of admission gets you dinner, a Woldumar pint glass and 

four tastes of beer or wine. Additional drink tickets will be available. Tickets for admission must be purchased in advance. 

4-9 p.m. $30. Woldumar Nature Center, 5739 Old Lansing Road, Lansing. (517) 322-0030, woldumar.org.

In Faye Sholiton's comedic drama “Telling Lives,” an elderly woman 

writes her memoir, sending unintended ripples through her family. Her 

daughter seeks the truth in her mother's words and her granddaughter, 

an aspiring playwright, wants to appropriate the memoir for her own endeavors. 

One woman's memoir eventually proves to be revelatory to three generations 

of women. 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 2 p.m. Sunday. $12/$10 students, seniors and 

military. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 Museum Drive, Lansing. (517) 482-9812. (Continues 

Friday-Sunday, May 16-18.)

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, MAY 9-10 >> ‘NUNSENSE: THE MEGA MUSICAL’ AT STARLIGHT DINNER THEATRE 
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FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 9-11 >> ‘TELLING LIVES’ AT RIVERWALK 

For those who enjoy a side of playful blasphemy with their roast beef, 

Starlight Dinner Theatre presents the musical comedy “Nunsense: the 

Mega Musical.” When a spell of botulism strikes the Order of Little Sisters of 

Hoboken, killing most of them, the remainder of the convent puts together a revue packed 

with comedy, song, and dance to raise money to bury their dead, who are being stored in 

the convent freezer. Long-time fans of the “Nunsense” series can expect a few surprises 

as seven additional cast members have been added to the lineup, as well as a new musical 

number. Dinner before the show is catered by Creative Catering and features (fittingly) 

roast beef — botulism-free, of course. 6:30 p.m. dinner, 7:30 p.m. show. $36/$31 seniors 

and students/$23 ages 12 and under. Show only: $18/$13 seniors and students/$13 ages 

12 and under. Starlight Dinner Theatre, 3131 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 243-6040, 

starlightdinnertheatre.com. (Continues Friday-Saturday, May 16-17.)

SATURDAY, MAY 10 >> BOOK TALK WITH AUTHOR ROSALIE RIEGLE
The Peace Education Center of Greater Lansing will host a book talk and signing with author Rosalie Riegle. 
Riegle was a professor of English and women's studies at Saginaw Valley State University and a co-founder 
of the Saginaw Valley Peace Watch. She will discuss her two latest oral histories, “Doing Time for Peace: 
Resistance, Family, and Community,” and “Crossing the Line: Nonviolent Resisters Speak Out for Peace.” 
Both works are collections of Riegle's experiences with peacemaking individuals throughout several eras 
of war. 2 p.m. FREE. Unitarian Universalist Church, 855 Grove St., East Lansing. (517) 515-563

TheaterTheater
PREVIEWPREVIEW

TheaterTheater
PREVIEWPREVIEW
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Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdayLIVE & LOCAL
v

Contact  rich  tupica  at  rich@lansingcitypulse.com  >>>  to  be  listed  in  live  &  local  e-mail  liveandlocal@lansingcitypulse.com

To get listed just email us at liveandlocal@lansingcitypulse.com or call (517) 999-6710 

What to do: Submit information by the Friday before publication (City Pulse comes out every Wednesday.) Be sure to tell us 
the name of the performer and the day, date and time of the performance. Only submit information for the following week's paper.

play in a band?    book shows?
LivE  &  Local   lists   upcominG  gigs!

The Avenue Café, 2021 E. Michigan Ave.  Service Industry Night, 6 p.m.  Mark Lavengood Bluegrass Band, 8 p.m.  The Stick Arounds, 9 p.m.  Jake Simmons, 9 p.m. 
Coach’s Pub & Grill, 6201 Bishop Rd. DJ Trivia, 8 p.m.  Updraft, 9 p.m.   DJ Jimmy, 9 p.m. 
Colonial Bar, 3425 S. MLK Blvd.   DJ, 9 p.m.  Roux, 9 p.m.  Roux, 9 p.m. 
Crunchy’s, 254 W. Grand River Ave. Joe Hertler, 10 p.m.  Karaoke, 9 p.m.  Karaoke, 9 p.m.  Karaoke, 9 p.m. 
The Exchange, 314 E. Michigan Ave. Blue Wednesday, 8 p.m.  Skoryoke Live Band Karaoke, 8 p.m.  Smooth Daddy, 9 p.m.  Smooth Daddy, 9 p.m.  
Fireside Grill, 6591 Lansing Rd.   Don Middlebrook, 8:30 p.m.  3rd Degree, 9 p.m. 
Grand Café/Sir Pizza, 201 E. Grand River Ave.  Kathy Ford Band, 7:30 p.m.  Karaoke, 7 p.m.  Mighty Uke Day, 7 p.m. 
Green Door, 2005 E. Michigan Ave. Johnny D Jam, 8 p.m.  Stan Budzynski, 8:30 p.m.  Avon Bomb, 9 p.m.   The Rotations, 9 p.m. 
The Loft, 414 E. Michigan Ave.    The Kicking Sticks, 8 p.m.  Jessica Hernandez, 8 p.m.    
Mac’s Bar, 2700 E. Michigan Ave.  Golf Clap, 9 p.m.  Rick Chyme, 5 p.m.    Ogrefest, 2 p.m. 
Moriarty’s Pub, 802 E. Michigan Ave.  Kathleen & the Bridge St. Band, 10 p.m.  Pat Zelenka Project, 9:30 p.m.  Harvestmen, 9:30 p.m. 
R-Club, 6409 Centurion Dr.   Velocity Shift, 8:30 p.m.  Velocity Shift, 8:30 p.m. 
Tin Can West, 644 Migaldi Ln.  Waterpong, 11 p.m.  Bear Creek Brothers, 8 p.m.   
Tin Can DeWitt, 13175 Schavey Rd.  DJ Trivia, 8 p.m.  Dave Floyd, 8 p.m.   
Unicorn Tavern, 327 E. Grand River Ave.   Frog & the Beeftones, 9 p.m.  Late Edition, 9 p.m.  Late Edition, 9 p.m. 
Waterfront Bar & Grill, 325 City Market Drive  Steve Cowles, 6 p.m.  Joe Wright, 6 p.m.  Pat Zelenka, 7 p.m. 
Whiskey Barrel Saloon, 410 S. Clippert St.  DJ, 9 p.m  DJ, 9 p.m.  DJ, 9 p.m.  Drew Baldridge, 9 p.m. 

turn  it
 Down

A survey of  Lansing's 
                                  musical  Landscape

By  Rich Tupica

The Loft, 414 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 18+, $10/$8 adv., 
8 p.m., Saturday, May 10.

Detroit native Jessica Hernandez is known for her Motown-
influenced rock ‘n’ soul. She also strays into jazz and blues territories, 
even blending in hints of Latin, surf rock and ‘60s girl group melodies. 
The band, which plays the Loft with openers Chemical Edge and 
Everyday Junior, released its debut EP, “Live at the Magic Bag,” in 
2009.  A year later the group dropped “Weird Looking Women in 
Too Many Clothes.” The past two years have been exciting times for 
the band. In 2012, the Deltas played SXSW and Bonnaroo and last 
year it signed to the Instant Music label and recorded the “Demons” 
EP with veteran Mexico City producer and musician Milo Froideva 
in El Paso, Texas. 

Ogrefest   at   Mac's   Bar 

The 8th Annual Ogrefest features a mishmash of Michigan metal, including locals Genocya, Sauron and 
Cavalcade. Also making some noise are Konkeror, Saprogenic, Failed, Ifing, Dead Hour Noise, Hedorah, 
Boreworm, Dark Winter, American Gothic, Traitor, Bullpig and Pan. The event is organized by David Pe-
terman, vocalist/guitarist of Satyrasis, a local thrash/death metal band performing at the event. Satyrasis 
formed in 2003 and released its debut disc, “Creation of Failure,” in 2008. Peterman said when he’s booking 
Ogrefest, there’s really no set type of band. “I put any band that I dig on there, even if it’s not metal,” he said. 
“There isn’t one of them that sounds exactly like the other. I try to be as eclectic as circumstances allow.”

SAT. May

10TH

Mac’s Bar, 2700 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 18+, $15 adv., 2 p.m., Saturday, May 10.

 Moriarty’s, 802 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 21+, FREE, 9 p.m., Sunday, May 11.

Jessica    Hernandez  &  the Deltas   at  The   Loft

SUN. May

11TH

Minneapolis-based indie band Enemy Planes headlines a free show at Moriarty’s Pub on Sunday; opening are 
Back Pocket Hymnal and the MTVs. Enemy Planes is know for its poignant lyrics and magnetic alt-rock melo-
dies. The band’s bio says it “drifts effortlessly between melancholy and menace, hypnotic and hysteric, heartache 
and euphoria” — what the band calls a “tripnotic” sound. The band formed in 2012 and began touring rigor-
ously, with dates at SXSW, Summerfest and CMJ. The group also warmed up stages for the Meat Puppets and 
the Hold Steady. Last year the group released its debut music video, “We Want Blood.” It was shot on historic 
Coney Island shortly after Hurricane Sandy. The band’s tune, “No Strings,” is a free download at enemyplanes.com. 

Enemy   Planes   at   Moriarty's 



and more. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. $8. Lansing Liederkranz 
Club, 5828 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. (517) 882-6330. 
liederkranzclub.org.
Whisker Wednesday Baby Shower. Free cat 
adoptions, half off dog adoptions. Noon-6 p.m. Ingham 
County Animal Control & Shelter, 600 Curtis St., Mason. 
(517) 242-7440. ac.ingham.org.
Wind Farm Tour. Taking reservations for June 7. 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. $25. (517) 285-4150 to sign up. 

MusiC
New Horizons Band Performance. Part of 
community enrichment and engagement concerts. 
Noon. FREE. Holt Senior Care Center, 5091 
Willoughby Road, Holt. (517) 355-7661. cms.msu.edu.
Marshall Music Open Jam. Join other local 
musicians and get heard. 6 p.m. FREE. Marshall 
Music, 3240 E. Saginaw St., Lansing. (517) 337-9700. 

marshallmusic.com.

thursday, May 8
Classes and seMinars
Family Storytime. Ages up to 6. Stories, rhymes 
and activities. 10:30 a.m. FREE. CADL Downtown 
Lansing Library, 401 S. Capitol Ave., Lansing. (517) 
367-6363. cadl.org.
Meditation. For beginners and experienced. 7-8:30 
p.m. FREE. Quan Am Temple, 1840 N. College Ave., 
Mason. (517) 853-1675. quanamtemple.org.
Tarot Study Group. With Dawne Botke. 7 
p.m. FREE. Triple Goddess New Age Bookstore, 
2019 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 883-3619. 
triplegoddessbookstore.net.
Ojibwe/Anishinaabemowin Class. Learn the 
language of the first people from this region. 7-9 p.m. 
Donation. Nokomis Learning Center, 5153 Marsh Road, 
Okemos. (517) 349-5777. nokomis.org.
Craft Night Social. Work on a project, create a quill 

Out on the town
from page 20

©201 Jonesin’ Crosswords • For answers to this puzzle, call: 1-900-226-2800, 99 cents per minute.  Must be 18+. Or to bill to
your credit card, call: 1-800-655-6548.            Answers Page 25

"Get Two Rooms, 
You Two"--well, it's 
more than one.
Matt Jones

Across
1 Words before Con-
gress or contrition
6 Language spoken in 
"Airplane!"
10 Capital by a fjord
14 Food at cook-offs
15 Coloratura's perfor-
mance
16 Red-bearded god
17 *Wrestler, at times
19 "Animal House" chant
20 Ending for mountain 
or musket
21 Tattoo parlor supply
22 Cement smoother
24 Pinter products
26 Check a melon, say
27 Oscar the Grouch's 
pet worm
30 Replied sheepishly?
33 "Nerd Do Well" 
author Simon
36 Soft powder
37 Non-protruding 
navel
38 Masi of "Heroes"
39 *Tedious detective 
duty
41 Spleen
42 Motˆrhead head 
Kilmister
44 Cornhusker's st.
45 ___ chai
46 "Don't get any ___"
47 It's America's fifth-
largest, according to 
FDIC data
49 Ominous forecast

51 Snarls seen from a 
helicopter
55 Othello's finale?
57 Part of a rose
59 OMG or LOL
60 Circle of light
61 *Karate class feat
64 Billy and Stephen's 
brother
65 Event with booths
66 "30 Rock" executive 
producer Michaels
67 Escritoire, for one
68 Part of iOS

69 Furry Endor dwellers

Down
1 Had sore muscles
2 Merriment
3 Crown
4 Prehistoric
5 Of a daughter or son

6 Ten beater
7 Bugs
8 Contend
9 Google ___
10 Armchair partner
11 *Tremble in fear, 
maybe
12 Expensive seating
13 Spoken or sung
18 Like some inspec-
tions
23 Inventor of a six-
color fad
25 Chop suey additive
26 Babe Ruth rival
28 Selleck sleuth
29 Actor Cary of "Saw"
31 Dublin's country, to 
residents
32 Monopoly card
33 ___ Sci
34 Got (by)
35 *Nintendo's yearly 

concern
39 Spray brand
40 Like the "21 Jump 
Street" movie
43 Andy Griffith series
45 Comedian Barin-
holtz
48 Surefooted
50 Judicial garb
52 "In ___" (Nirvana 
album)
53 Engage in a recent 
fad (not owling)
54 "___ alive!"
55 Herring type
56 Like some electrical 
plugs
57 Drains
58 Pace for a pony
62 Acne-fighting brand
63 Squabble

Jonesin' Crossword                                               By Matt Jones

SUDOKU                           BEGINNER

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that every 
row, column, and outlined 
3-by-3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 exactly 
once. No guessing is required. 
The solution is unique. 

Answers on page 25
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TIPSY BY DESIGN

By ALLAN I. ROSS
Old Town gained a new 

art gallery last week, bringing 
the number of art-related 
businesses within a three-

block radius to 
roughly 800. 
But Tipsy by 
Design has 
a few things 

going on to 
differentiate it 

from the others. Notably, the 
retail side of the business is 
focused on a particular type 
of work: Hand-painted wine 
glasses.  

“I found my calling,” 
said owner/operator Linda 
Savage. “I like to drink wine 
and I like to paint.” 

Savage opened Tipsy in 
the Lansing City Market in 
Christmas 2012. She said 
business was good enough 
to warrant the move to Old 
Town, taking over the former 
digs of By the Riverside, 
1209 Turner St., which 
closed earlier this year. Her 
friendship with an architect/
artist in Michigan State 
University’s master of fine 
arts degree program gave 
her the idea to go the brick-
and-mortar route. 

“I thought it would be a 
great place for him to make 
his art, for me to sell my art 
and to do some teaching as 
well,” she said. “There’s a lot of 
possibility here.” 

Savage said she started 
painting when she was a 
little girl with her father, Terry 
Savage. She said her father 
did a lot of commercial work 
in the Lansing area in the 
1970s, including the sign 
on the side of Jim’s Tiffany 
Place downtown. His creative 
output inspired her career. 

“He was an Old Town 
artist before there was an 
Old Town,” Savage said. “I 
thought opening the store 
in this neighborhood was a 
beautiful way to honor him.” 

Tipsy specializes in 
stemware, mugs and 
tabletop items. Savage said 
she sells some pre-painted 
glasses and gift baskets 
— especially during the 
holidays — but mostly does 
custom requests. She started 
with wine glasses and bottles 
and branched out to include 
items such as beer mugs and 
a hookah painted to look like 
the “I Dream of Jeanie” bottle. 

“I painted winking eyes 
on glasses to match it,” 
Savage said. “The client was 
very happy.” 

She specializes in human 
figures, but said she can do 
just about anything a client 
wants. 

“They’re really popular for 
birthday and bachelorette 
parties,” she said. 

Art classes are another 
facet Savage plans to focus 

on. Summer classes start 
next week, with half-off 
specials for people who sign 
up for 20 classes ($150). 

“We’re also planning 
to hold after-hour events, 
painting in the park and 
street art,” she said. “We’ll 
have older artists mentoring 
young adults, who teach 
young artists. Kind of a pay-
it-forward thing.” 

The gallery will also be 
home to Savage’s nonprofit 
group, Greater Lansing Youth 
Entrepreneurship Program. 

“We teach young artists 
in music and visual arts how 
to do the marketing side of 
that craft,” Savage said. “If 
they want to go professional, 
marketing is the most 
challenging aspect. You have 
to have time to do that and 
still do art.” 

She said there are six 
people in the program now, 
ranging in age from 16 to 25. 
That side of her workday is 
designed to handle a lot of 
growth. 

“If it expands, we’ll 
just have to find a bigger 
location, she said. “It’s a good 
problem to have.” 

Tipsy By Design
1209 Turner St., Lansing
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesday-
Saturday (or by appointment)
(517) 927-6576
facebook.com/tipsyinoldtown

Courtesy Photo 
Old Town's newest 
art gallery, Tipsy by 

Design, opened last 
week, specializing 

in custom hand-
painted stemware. 

Courtesy photo.

New
townin

See Out on the Town, Page 23
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box, make a dance shawl or do a peyote stitch. 5-7 
p.m. FREE. Nokomis Learning Center, 5153 Marsh Road, 
Okemos. (517) 349-5777. nokomis.org.
Be your Berry Best. Learn about strawberries. 10:30-
11:45 a.m. FREE. Capital Area District Library, 401 S. 
Capitol Ave., Lansing. (517) 483-7460. lansingcitymarket.com .
Sign Language Classes. For ages 12 and up. Meridian 
Christian Church, 2600 Bennett Road, Okemos. (517) 
492-6149. 
Resumes/Cover Letters. Workshop. 10 a.m.-noon. 
St. Johns Service Center, 101 W. Cass St. Suite A, St. 
Johns. camw.org.
AFP MI Capital Area Chapter Luncheon. With Joe 
Wald. 11:45 a.m.-1:15 p.m. $25/$15 members. University 
Club MSU 3435 Forest Road, Lansing. (517) 853-6787. 
afplansingmi.afpnet.org.
Senior Games. Bingo, partner bridge and euchre. 1 
p.m. FREE. Meridian Senior Center, 4000 N. Okemos 
Road, Okemos. (517) 706-5045. ow.ly/wpy6J.
Current Events. Group discussion. 10:30 a.m. 
FREE. Meridian Senior Center, 4000 N. Okemos Road, 
Okemos. (517) 706-5045. 
Genealogy Club. Conducted by Mike Lenkowski. 2 p.m. 
FREE. Meridian Senior Center, 4000 N. Okemos Road, 
Okemos. (517) 706-5045. ow.ly/wpyo3.
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. Contact Jan. 5:15 p.m. $5. 
New Hope Church, 1340 Haslett Road, Haslett. (517) 349-
9183. newhopehaslett.com.
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. Weigh in 6 p.m., 
meeting 6:30 p.m. FREE to visit. St. David’s Episcopal 
Church, 1519 Elmwood Road, Lansing. (517) 882-9080. 
stdavidslansing.org.
Lansing Area Codependent Anonymous. Held in 
room 214G. 7-8 p.m. FREE. Community Mental Health 
Building, 812 E. Jolly Road, Lansing. (517) 515-5559. coda.org. 

events
Genealogy Meeting. Presentation with Diane Oslund. 
Meeting follows. 7 p.m. FREE. Vevay Township Hall, 780 
Eden Road, Mason. (517) 676-7140. heldd@sbcglobal.net.
Spanish Conversation Group. Both English and 
Spanish spoken. 7-8 p.m. FREE. East Lansing Public 
Library, 950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. (517) 351-2420. 
Euchre. No partner needed. 6-9 p.m. $1.50. Delta 
Township Enrichment Center, 4538 Elizabeth Road, 
Lansing. (517) 484-5600. 
Karaoke. With Atomic D. 9 p.m. LeRoy’s Classic Bar & 
Grill, 1526 S. Cedar St., Lansing. (517) 482-0184.    
YPAAL Happy Hour. Meet and network with other 
local professionals. 5:30-7 p.m. FREE. Tavern On the 
Square, 206 S. Washington Square, Lansing. (614) 266-0852. 
Family Education Days. FREE event for families 
about nutrition. 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. FREE. Lansing City 

Market, 325 City Market Drive, Lansing. (517) 483-7400. 
lansingcitymarket.com.
Student Organic Farm Farmstand. Featuring local 
organic food. 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. FREE. MSU Auditorium, 
MSU Campus, 542 Auditorium Road, East Lansing. (517) 
230-7987. msuorganicfarm.com.

MusiC
Rally In The Alley Open Mic. 6:30 p.m. FREE. 
American Legion Post 48, 731 N. Clinton St., Grand 
Ledge. (517) 627-1232. 
{REVOLUTION} at Tavern. Electronic music, 
21-up. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. FREE. Tavern On the Square, 
206 S. Washington Sqare, Lansing. (517) 374-5555. 

literature and Poetry
Writers Roundtable. Get feedback on your 
writing. 6-7:45 p.m. FREE. Delta Township District 
Library, 5130 Davenport Drive, Lansing. (517) 321-
4014 ext. 4. dtdl.org.

Friday, May 9
Classes-and-seMinars
Marketing a Food Business. Learn about 
marketing your food or farm business. 1-3 p.m. 
FREE. Allen Market Place, 1619 E. Kalamazoo, 
Lansing. (517) 999-3923. allenmarketplace.com.
Alcoholics Anonymous. A closed women’s 
meeting. 7:30 p.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 
6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing. (517) 882-9733.

events
One-on-One Business Counseling. Call (517) 
483-1921 to register. 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. FREE. Delta 
Township District Library, 5130 Davenport Drive, 
Lansing. (517) 321-4014 ext. 4. dtdl.org.
Lansing Bike Party. Bike ride with TGIF stop. See 
Facebook for details. 5:45 p.m. FREE. Broad Art 
Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, MSU Campus, East 
Lansing. 
Undie Campaign. Discount for donating new 
underwear. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Donations. Curvaceous 

Lingerie, 5100 Marsh Road, Okemos. (517) 881-8466. 
curvaceouslingerie.com.

MusiC
Sistrum Chorus Spring Concert.  8 p.m. $15/$12 
advance. First Presbyterian Church, 510 W. Ottawa, Lansing. 
sistrum.org.
Matt LoRusso Trio.  Jazz. 9 p.m.-midnight, FREE. Troppo, 
111 S. Washington Square, Lansing. (517) 371-4000. 
Mason Orchestras Concert. Italian-themed music. 
7:30 p.m. FREE, donations welcome. Chippewa Middle 
School, 4000 N. Okemos Road, Okemos. (517) 706-4800. 
masonorchestras.org.
Velocity at the R-Club. Food, drinks, music and dancing. 
8:30 p.m.-midnight, FREE. R Club, 6409 Centurioun Drive, 
Lansing. (517) 321-7440. rclublansing.com.

theater
“Telling Lives.” An aging woman pens her memoir, 
questions unfold. 8 p.m. $12/$10 seniors. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Drive, Lansing. (517) 482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com.
“Nunsense The Musical.” Dinner 6:30 p.m., 
Show 7:30 p.m. $36-$31/$18 show-only. Starlight 
Dinner Theatre, 3131 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 
243-6040. starlightdinnertheatre.com.

saturday, May 10
Classes and seMinars
Domestic Violence Support Group. Noon-1:30 
p.m. FREE. Women’s Center of Greater Lansing, 
1710 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 372-9163. 
womenscenterofgreaterlansing.org.
Tai Chi in the Park. For beginning and 
experienced tai chi practitioners. 9-10 a.m. FREE. 
Hunter Park Community Garden House, 1400 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. (517) 272-9379. 

events
Mother's Day at the Market. Discounts & free 
activities in honor of mothers. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Lansing City 
Market, 325 City Market Drive, Lansing. (517) 483-7460. 

lansingcitymarket.com.
Karaoke. With Atomic D. 9 p.m. LeRoy’s Classic Bar & 
Grill, 1526 S. Cedar St., Lansing. (517) 482-0184. 
3rd Annual Petals and Vines. Beer and wine 
celebration. 4-9 p.m. $30. Woldumar Nature Center, 5739 
Old Lansing Road, Lansing. (517) 322-0030. woldumar.org.
Book Talk on War Resistance. Author discussion. 2-4 
p.m. FREE. Unitarian Universalist Church, 855 Grove St., 
East Lansing. (517) 515-5634. peaceedcenter.org.
Native Michigan Plant Sale. Wildflowers for both sun 
and shade. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Lansing City Market, 325 City 
Market Drive, Lansing. (517) 887-0596. wildoneslansing.org.
Letter Carrier Food Drive. See web for details. All 
day. about.usps.com/corporate-social-responsibility/nalc-
food-drive.htm.
All-Day Shape-Note Sing. Loaner songbooks. Potluck 
lunch. 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. FREE, donations welcome. Faith 
Lutheran Church, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos. (517) 381-
1321. fasolamichigan.org.

MusiC
Sistrum Chorus Spring Concert. 8 p.m. 
$15/$12 advance. First Presbyterian Church, 510 W. 
Ottawa, Lansing. sistrum.org.
Matt LoRusso Trio.  Jazz. 9 p.m.-midnight, FREE. 
Troppo, 111 S. Washington Square, Lansing. (517) 
371-4000. 
Deacon Earl at City Market. Live blues, reggae 
and more. 11 a.m.-2 a.m. FREE. Lansing City Market, 
325 City Market Drive, Lansing. (517) 483-7460. 
lansingcitymarket.com.

theater
“Telling Lives.”See details May 10. 8 p.m. $12/$10 
seniors. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 Museum Drive, 
Lansing. (517) 482-5700. riverwalktheatre.com.

Out on the town
from page 22

See Out on the Town, Page 25

PATIO COLOR 
HANGING 
BASKETS 

through 
Mother’s Day

50%
OFF

(517) 327-1059     theplantprofessionals.com      floral@theplantprofessionals.com     16886 Turner St., Lansing

Mom loves flowers 
— READY TO GROW OR READY TO GO —
 Come visit our retail and gifts or let us deliver for you.

(517) 484-1441 • kwik-carwash.com
420 E. Elm Street, Lansing, MI

Best Car Wash/Detailing

We don't wash cars. WE CLEAN THEM!!!

Hours of Operation: 
Mon – Sat: 7:30 a.m - 6 p.m. Sun: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Vote for us!

2013
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Pilgrim Congregational 
 

      United Church of Christ 
 

               Lansing, MI 

Our Faith is over  
2,000 years old. 

125 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 
Sunday - 10 AM 
(517) 484-7434 

PilgrimUCC.com 

Our thinking 
is not. 

Kellie’s
Consignments

$5 OFF
Must present coupon

any $25 
purchase 

Also carrying
men’s clothing

THANKS FOR VOTING US 
IN THE FINAL FIVE!

“Best Jewelry Store” in the Top of the Town Contest  

Like us on Facebook

8741 Saginaw Hwy. Suite J   ||  Lansing  ||  (517) 627-9900  ||  hhjewelrydesign.com 
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“Nunsense The Musical.” Dinner 6:30 p.m., 
Show 7:30 p.m. $36-$31/$18 show-only. Starlight 
Dinner Theatre, 3131 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 
243-6040. starlightdinnertheatre.com.
Young Playwrights Festival. Directed/
performed by the MSU Department of Theatre. 3 
p.m. FREE. Wharton Center, MSU Campus, East 
Lansing. (517) 884-3166. whartoncenter.com.

sunday, May 11
Classes and seMinars
Mother's Day Wildflower Walk. Walk with a 
naturalist to see spring wildflowers. 3-4 p.m. $3. 
Harris Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos. 
(517) 349-3866. meridian.mi.us.
Juggling. Learn how to juggle. 2-4 p.m. FREE. 
Orchard Street Pumphouse, 368 Orchard St., East 
Lansing. (517) 371-5119. ruetenik@gmail.com. 
Spiritual Talk, Pure Meditation and Silent 
Prayer. 10 a.m. FREE. Self Realization Meditation 
Healing Centre, 7187 Drumheller Road, Bath. (517) 
641-6201. selfrealizationcentremichigan.org.
Lansing Area Codependents Anonymous. 
Third floor meeting room. 2-3 p.m. FREE. CADL 
Downtown Lansing Library, 401 S. Capitol Ave., 
Lansing. (517) 515-5559. coda.org.

events
Lansing Area Sunday Swing Dance. Lessons 
6-6:45 p.m. Dance 6:45-10 p.m. $8 dance/$10 dance 
and lesson. The Lansing Eagles, 4700 N. Grand River 
Ave., Lansing. (517) 490-7838. 
4-H Teen Outdoor Club Info Meeting. Climbing, 
hiking, paddling, camping and more. 6 p.m. FREE. 
Jackson County Extension Office, 1715 Lansing Ave., 
Suite 257, Jackson. (517) 243-3224. 4hforesters.org.

MusiC
Enemy Planes. Live performance. 9 p.m. FREE. 
Moriarty's Pub, 802 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 
485-5287. moriartyslansing.com/location.html.

theater
“Telling Lives.” See details May 10. 2 p.m. $12/$10 
seniors. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 Museum Drive, 
Lansing. (517) 482-5700. riverwalktheatre.com.

Monday, May 12
Classes and seMinars
Learn to Meditate. Taught by Bob Teachout. 
Enter at rear of building. 8:15-9 p.m. Donations. 
C. Weaver Physical Therapy Exercise Studio, 1720 
Abbey Road, East Lansing. (517) 272-9379. 
Adult Rape Survivor Support Group. Pre-
registration preferred. 6-7:30 p.m. FREE. Women’s 
Center of Greater Lansing, 1710 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing. (517) 372-9163. 
Job Seekers Support Group. Find the right job 
or career. 10 a.m.-noon, FREE. Women’s Center of 
Greater Lansing, 1710 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 
372-9163. womenscenterofgreaterlansing.org.
Support Group. For the divorced, separated and 
widowed. Room 9. 7:30 p.m. St. David’s Episcopal 
Church, 1519 Elmwood Road, Lansing. (517) 323-2272. 
stdavidslansing.org.
Mystery Shopper Class. Pre-reg required. 6-
7:30 p.m. $20/$18 Delta Township residents. Delta 
Township Enrichment Center, 4538 Elizabeth Road, 
Lansing. (517) 323-8555. deltami.gov.
Dog Training for Kids. $5 deposit required. 

Refunded on day of the class. 6-8 p.m. FREE. Ingham 
County Animal Control Outreach Center, 826 W. 
Saginaw, Lansing. (517) 367-0676. ac.ingham.org.
Fairy School. Makeover, crafts, games and more. 
2-5 p.m. $25. Play, 4972 Northwind Drive, East 
Lansing. (517) 708-8746. playeastlansing.com.
“Make Me Young: Youth Knows No Pain.” 
Documentary screening. 1:30 p.m. FREE. Meridian 
Senior Center, 4000 N. Okemos Road, Okemos. (517) 
706-5045. 

events
Monday Morning Movie. Popcorn and a movie. Call 
for title. 10:30 a.m. FREE. Delta Township District Library, 
5130 Davenport Drive, Lansing. (517) 321-4014 ext. 4. dtdl.org.
Recipe Club. Share a favorite salad dish with the 
group. 6-7:30 p.m. FREE. Delta Township District Library, 
5130 Davenport Drive, Lansing. (517) 321-4014 ext. 4. dtdl.org.
Social Bridge. No partner needed. 1-4 p.m. $1.50. 
Delta Township Enrichment Center, 4538 Elizabeth Road, 
Lansing. (517) 484-5600. 
Mac’s Monday Comedy Night. Hosted by Mark 
Roebuck and Dan Currie. 9:30 p.m. FREE. Mac’s Bar, 
2700 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 484-6795. macsbar.com.
Club Shakespeare. 6-8:45 p.m. Donations. CADL 
Downtown Lansing Library, 401 S. Capitol Ave., Lansing. 
(517) 348-5728. cadl.org.
Saints, Sinners & Cynics. Discuss a variety of topics 
in a relaxed setting. 6:30-8:30 p.m. FREE. Coral Gables, 
2838 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. (517) 882-9733. 
saintmichaellansing.org.
Post-Polio Support Group. For Lansing area people 
affected by polio. 1:30 p.m. FREE. donations welcome. 
Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 E. Grand River 
Ave., Lansing. (517) 339-1039. 

MusiC
Open-Mic Blues Mondays. Solo, duo, band and 
spoken-word acts welcome. 6:30-10:30 p.m. FREE. 
Suits Tavern, 210 S. Washington Square, Lansing. 
(517) 702-9150. 

tuesday, May 13
Classes and seMinars
Coupon Swap. Share coupons and strategies. 6-
7:45 p.m. FREE. Delta Township District Library, 5130 
Davenport Drive, Lansing. (517) 321-4014 ext. 4. dtdl.org.
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. Have a support system, 
lose weight. 7 p.m. FREE to visit. Eaton Rapids Medical 
Center, 1500 S. Main St., Eaton Rapids. (517) 543-0786. 
Lansing Area Codependents Anonymous. 5:45-
6:45 p.m. FREE. Everybody Reads Books and Stuff, 2019 
E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 515-5559. coda.org.
Not So Happy Endings Support Group. For women 
ending relationships. 5:30-7:30 p.m. FREE. Women’s 
Center of Greater Lansing, 1710 E. Michigan Ave., 

Lansing. (517) 896-3311. 
Hopeful Hearts Grief Group. Learn, grow and heal 
together. 10-11 a.m. FREE. The Marquette Activity Room, 
5968 Park Lake Road, East Lansing. (517) 381 4866. 
Capital City Toastmasters Meeting. Learn public 
speaking and leadership skills. 7 p.m. FREE. CADL 
Downtown Lansing Library, 401 S. Capitol Ave., Lansing. 
(517) 367-6300. cadl.org.
Speakeasies Toastmasters. Improve listening, 
analysis, leadership and presentation skills. 12:05-1 p.m. 
FREE. Ingham County Human Services Building, 5303 S. 
Cedar St., Lansing. (616) 841-5176. 
Pure Michigan Talent Connect. Explore the useful 
links available. 9:15-10:30 a.m. St. Johns Service Center, 
101 W. Cass St. Suite A, St. Johns. camw.org.
CAMW Program Orientation. Reinvent your job 
search. 10-11:30 a.m, St. Johns Service Center, 101 W. 
Cass St. Suite A, St. Johns. camw.org.
Superhero Training Camp. Games, crafts and more. 
9 a.m.-noon. $25. Play, 4972 Northwind Drive, East 
Lansing. (517) 708-8746. playeastlansing.com.
Chair Massage. Call for an appointment. 9:20-11:40 
a.m. $14/$12 members. Meridian Senior Center, 4000 N. 
Okemos Road, Okemos. (517) 706-5045. 
Blood Pressure Check. Provided by Sparrow. 11:15 
a.m.-noon. FREE. Meridian Senior Center, 4000 N. 
Okemos Road, Okemos. (517) 706-5045. 

events
Bible and Beer. Discussion of scripture in 
everyday settings. 6 p.m. Midtown Brewing Co., 
402 S. Washington Square, Lansing. (517) 482-0600. 
bibleandbeer@ccclansing.org.

Wednesday, May 14
Classes and seMinars
Family Storytime. Ages up to 6. Stories, rhymes 
and activities. 10:30 a.m. FREE. CADL South Lansing 
Library, 3500 S. Cedar St., Lansing. (517) 367-6363.
Meditation. For beginners and experienced. 7-9 
p.m. FREE. Vietnamese Buddhist Temple, 3015 S. 
Washington Ave., Lansing. (517) 351-5866. 
Living Wage Ethical Concerns. Discussion. 6-7 
p.m. FREE. Pilgrim Congregational United Church of 
Christ, 125 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. (517) 484-
7434. pilgrimucc.com.
Superhero Training Camp. Games, crafts and 
more. 2-5 p.m. $25. Play, 4972 Northwind Dr. East 
Lansing. (517) 708-8746. playeastlansing.com.
Computer Club: Consumer Info. Reviews, info 
and price comparisons. 1-2:30 p.m. FREE. Meridian 
Senior Center, 4000 N. Okemos Road, Okemos. (517) 
706-5045. 
Overeaters Anonymous. 7 p.m. FREE. First 
Congregational United Church of Christ, 210 W. 
Saginaw Highway, Grand Ledge. (517) 256-6954. fcgl.

org.

events
Farmers Market at Allen Market Place.  Featuring 
locally grown prepared foods. Live music. 3-6:30 p.m. 
FREE. Allen Street Farmers Market, 1619 E. Kalamazoo 
St., Lansing. (517) 999-3911. 
Strategy Game Night. Learn and share favorite 
games. 5-7:30 p.m. FREE. Delta Township District Library, 
5130 Davenport Drive, Lansing. (517) 321-4014 ext. 4. dtdl.org.
Capital Area Crisis Men’s Rugby Practice. 
Weather permitting. All experience levels welcome. 6:30 
p.m. FREE. St. Joseph Park, 2151 W. Hillsdale, Lansing. 
crisisrfc.com.
Practice Your English. 7-8 p.m. FREE. East Lansing 
Public Library, 950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. (517) 351-2420. 
“Sesame Street Live.” With Elmo, Abby Cadabby, Big 
Bird and more. 10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Tickets from 
$18. Wharton Center, MSU campus, East Lansing. (517) 
432-2000. whartoncenter.com.
Hotel Kerns Fire. Author Barbara Saxena discusses 
her book. 6:30-7:30 p.m. FREE. Delta Township District 
Library, 5130 Davenport Drive, Lansing. (517) 321-4014 
ext. 4. dtdl.org.
Senior Discovery Group. Coffee and 
conversatations. 10 a.m.-noon, FREE. Allen 
Neighborhood Center, 1619 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 

MusiC
Deacon Earl. Live blues, reggae and more. 4-6 
p.m. FREE. Allen Market Place, 1619 E. Kalamazoo 
St., Lansing. (517) 999-3911. allenmarketplace.org. 

Out on the town
from page 23

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 22

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 22

City Pulse Classifieds
Interested in placing a classified ad in City Pulse?
(517) 999-5066 or adcopy@lansingcitypulse.com

City Pulse is seeking candidates to join 
its sales team.  Full time and part time positions available. 
Sales experience required, preferably in advertising/
marketing.  Opportunity to grow.  EEO.  Submit resume to 
denis@lansingcitypulse.com.

Lawn Mowing Service 
30 years experience. Reasonable. 

(517) 528-7870. Ask for Dave. 

CCF Delivery Driver (Okemos) Cherry 
Capital Foods needs a FULLTIME Truck Drivers for 
local food pick-up and delivery OUT OF ITS LANSING 
(Okemos) HUB LOCATION.  This is a FT position.  CDL 
required, however this is NOT an over-the-road position.  
You will NOT be driving any overnighters.  You will be 
doing a minimal amount of warehouse and merchandising 
work as well.  Ability to lift up to 75# repeatedly and climb 
in and out of a truck.  On board with our mission (www.
cherrycapitalfoods.com) a must.  Good computer and 
customer service skills a must.  Food-related history a plus. 
Starting pay is $12 per hour, plus benefits.

Submit a cover letter,  resume with three references and 
emails to jeff@cherrycapitalfoods.com.

Does your wireless service pay you? 
Get FREE unlimited talk, text and data and get paid, too! 
garway.mylightyear.net

Dave Fisher: 
"I received seven 

calls from this 
classified in a 

week."

Birth Doula & Placenta Services Katherine 
Bentley - lansingbirthdoula.webs.com or (517) 648-4908
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Mon-Thu: 11 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Fri/Sat: 11 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Closed Sundays

Mon-Thu: 11 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Fri/Sat: 11 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Closed Sundays

VOTE FOR US!  
Best Mediterranean & 
New Restaurant

940 Elmwood (517) 230-5728 zaytoonlansing.com(Across from Best Buy)Lansing

Zaytoon Mediterranean o�ers 
authentic Middle Eastern cuisine and 

baked goods, from 
fresh ingredients daily. 

HOME OF LANSING’S BEST SHAWARMAHOME OF LANSING’S BEST SHAWARMA

The healthy alternative to fast-food!

Find us on Facebook: ZaytoonLansing 
                Twitter: @ZaytoonLansin

Fireside Grill

FiresideGrillLansing.com
517-882-7297

Steaks • Seafood • Burgers • Pasta • Salads
Live Entertainment in

the Pub every Thursday
& Saturday

This Week featuring
Thurs 5/8 - Don Middlebrook

Sat 5/10 - 3rd Degree
Thurs 5/15 - Dan McLaughlin

10% OFF Your Total Bill

Bring in this Ad for

Cannot be combined with other offers

6951 Lansing Rd Dimondale, MI 48821
(Between Canal & Crowner Rds)

Slow Roasted Prime
Rib every evening

after 4 pm

�anks for voting for us! 
Best Pub/Tavern 

Best Bartender-Sami and
Best Restaurant Waitstaff

Family Owned Neighborhood
Bar and Grill. Happy Hour 

All day Sunday and Monday

Patio is now open!

5965 Marsh Rd Haslett    517.999.SHED (7433)   thewatershedtavern.com
 

Like us on Facebook!
facebook.com/watershedtavern

— HOURS —
Sun. – Sat. 11am – 2am

Li�ing Spirits Downtown at Kalamoo and  S. Washington.
402 S. Washington Ave.    (517) 977-1349   Hours: Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-11 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m.-midnight

Downtown Lansing’s only Brewery!

Your 
Gathering Place Street-side

Beer Garden

Washington Sq.

Now Open!

By MICHAEL S. BRENTON
What happens when Emmanuel Ke-

miji, a world-class sommelier, establishes 
a winery and gains access to fruit from 

California's most highly 
regarded Pinot Noir vine-
yards? Miura Vineyards 
happens. 

The U.S.-born Kemiji 
was raised in Europe and 
educated at the University 

of California, Davis, the mecca of Ameri-
can viticultural and oenological education. 
Emmanuel was the 12th American to pass 
the master sommelier examination, the 
gold standard for wine knowledge, rec-
ognition, service and education. As the 
director of wine and spirits for the Ritz-
Carlton Hotel Co., he refined his palate 
by sampling tens of thousands of wines, 
ultimately deciding to establish his own 
Napa-based winery focused on producing 
wine from the most difficult of grapes, Pi-

not Noir. Emanuel led a sampling of sev-
eral of these wines during his recent visit 
to MSU’s State Room. 

First up was the 2009 Talley Vineyard 
Pinot Noir, from the Arroyo Grande Val-
ley in southern San Luis Obispo County. 
The grapes are predominantly Pommard 
and Dijon clone; unlike most California 
vineyard land, the soil has a good dose 
of limestone, a trait shared with the Bur-
gundy region of France, from which Pinot 
Noir originates. Like the other Miura Pi-
not Noirs, winemaking techniques lean to-
ward the non-interventionist Burgundian 
style. Grapes ferment only on their natural 
yeast with little or no fining and filtering. 
The Talley Vineyard Pinot Noir is concen-
trated, showing a full nose, long finish, 
good depth of flavor and minerality.

Next was a wine from one of Califor-
nia’s most famous and sought after Pinot 
Noir sources, Garys’ Vineyard, named af-
ter owners Gary Pisoni and Gary Franscio-
ni. The vines in this vineyard have their 
roots in budwood from Burgundy’s world-
famous La Tâche vineyard, and the qual-
ity shows.  Coming from a cooler vineyard 
site, the Garys’ is a bit lighter than the Tal-
ley.  It presented with delicate and more 

World-class sommelier’s Pinot 
Noirs are pure enchantment 

See Miura, Page 26

Michael S. Brenton/City Pulse 

Emmanuel 
Kemiji was the 
12th American 
to pass 
the master 
sommelier 
examination. 
His winery, 
Miura 
Vineyards, 
is heavy on 
Pinot Noirs.  

Thank you for voting Vine & Brew
in the Final Five of the Top of the Town Contest for

Best Wine Shop
Vote today at: lansingcitypulse.com/tott2014

2311 Jolly Rd., Okemos |  www.vineandbrew.com  |  517.708.2030  |  M-Th 10-7, F/Sat 10-8, Closed Sun.

Miura magic
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EVERY WEEKDAY MORNING

And hear Berl Schwartz of City Pulse
call Tim an ignorant slut — or worse.
Every Wednesday at 8:30 a.m.

TIM BARRON
6AM-9AM

nuanced flavors in perfect harmony.
The 2009 Silacci Vineyard Pinot is har-

vested from a vineyard owned by Robert 
Silacci, a distant cousin of Pisoni and uncle 
of the winemaker at Opus One. (California 
winemaking and grape-growing can be a 
small world.) The Silacci Vineyard is one of 
the northernmost in the Santa Lucia High-
lands, closer to Monterey Bay, and a much 
cooler site.  Grapes grown in cooler sites 
ripen more slowly than warmer site grapes 
and tend towards lower alcohol, enhanced 
aromatics and higher acidity.  Grapes from 
warmer sites, meanwhile, tend to develop 
more ripeness, leading to higher alcohol, 
more body and more fruit intensity on the 
palate. The Silacci was very Burgundian, 
reflecting a delightful bouquet with both 
a delineated flavor profile and viscosity on 
the palate.

Miura also makes a couple of Pinot 
Noirs that were not tasted, including a Pi-
soni Vineyard Pinot Noir from the Santa 
Lucia Highlands and the Williams Ranch 
Vineyard from the Anderson Valley in 
Mendocino County, the coolest viticultural 
area in California. Expect the Anderson 
Valley Pinot to be more Burgundian, a bit 
lighter, more aromatic and tighter, demon-
strating elegance rather than power.

Miura also has a Syrah program mar-
keted under the Antiqv2s label. Syrah is 
one of the oldest known grape varieties, 
thought to have its origin in ancient Per-
sia. The two Syrahs are from Garys’ Vine-
yard and Pisoni Vineyard. These wines 
are more Northern Rhone-style than 
Australian-style, keeping in mind that 
Syrah and Shiraz are different names for 
the same grape. 

In the Santa Lucia Highlands, the mea-
ger amount of Syrah that is grown has an 
extraordinarily long growing season before 
being picked, often in late October or early 
November. The resulting wine, as exempli-
fied  by the 2007 Pisoni Vineyard, is big, 
concentrated and complex, with a fine acid 
backbone and overtones of black pepper, 
dark fruit, earth and bacon fat. 

The single vineyard Miura Pinot Noirs 
are extremely limited production wines, 
only 111 to 435 cases for the 2009 vin-
tage; expect pricing to be around $55 per 
bottle. The more readily available Mon-
terey County Pinot (3,895 cases) should 
be priced around $25, while the limited 
production Syrah should be available at 
around $35. Most won’t be on wine shop 
shelves, but can be ordered by wine mer-
chants through Ken Dagg at Classic Wine 
Distributors of Wixom.

In Vino Veritas.
(Michael Brenton is president of the 

Greater Lansing Vintner’s Club. His col-
umn appears monthly. You can email him 
at brenton@lansingcitypulse.com.)

THANK YOU, LANSING
for voting

in the Final Five of the 
Top of The Town Contest!

Best Burger
Best Chili
Best Fries
Best Open Mic Night
Best Pub/Tavern

(517) 374-0390
2803 E. Kalamazoo St.

Serving Beers for 67 years!

Dagwood’s

Partyevery   
night,

7 days
a week!R

Happy Hour

9pm to close
(Cantina Only)

Mon-Fri 
3pm to 6pm

Serving American and Mexican food

1/2 OFF ALL ALCOHOLIC DRINKS

(517) 485-0166
2706 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing

MON-SAT: 11 a.m. - 12 a.m.
SUN: 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Miura
from page 26
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